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The Anti-Federalist Papers 


‘A look at the clashes and compromises that gave birth to our form 
of government. (2003ed, 406pp, pb, $7.99) BKAFP 


The Federalist Papers 
A brilliant defense of the Constitution of the United States by 
The : ] Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay. (1999ed, 

* A n ti- ! 606pp, pb, $6.99) BKFP 
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} Papers 


“Local government in colonial America was the seedbed of 
American constitutionalism? So begins the introductory essay to 
this landmark collection of 80 documents created by American 
colonists that are the genesis of American fundamental law and 
constitutionalism. (1998, 396pp, pb, $14.95) BKCOAC 


Miracle at Philadelphia 


Catherine Drinker Bowen rediscovers the timeless story of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1787. (1986ed,346pp, pb, $16.95) BKMP 


View of the Constitution of the United States 
Published in 1803 by a distinguished patriot and jurist, View of the 
Constitution of the United States represents the earliest extended 
commentary on the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. Written 
from the perspective that the federal government is an agent of 
a sovereign people, St. George Tucker’s work continues to add to 
our understanding of the Founding Fathers’ original intentions. 
(1999ed, 478pp, pb, $14.95) BKVCUS 
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How the Compact for America 
Threatens the Constitution — Reprint 


The constitutional convention (con-con) proposed by the 
Compact for America Initiative would pose an unacceptably 
high risk of damage to the Constitution. This reprint provides 
the information needed to defeat this new con-con initiative in 
state legislatures and Congress. (2013, 8 pp., 1/$0.50; 25/$10.00; 
100/$35.00; 1,000/$300.00) RPCFA 


A More Perfect Union 
This motion picture does an admirable job of dramatizing the 
eyents of the Constitutional Convention of 1787. (2006, 120min, 
Cased DVD, $19.95) DVDAMPU 
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POLITICS 
Our Empty Future in Afghanistan 


by Alex Newman — The murder of an American Marine in 
Afghanistan by the “slave” of a local police official highlights both the 
futility of the mission there and the callous disregard for our troops. 


IRS 


IRS Scandal: 


An Across-the-board Political Attack 

by Thomas R. Eddlem — The IRS targeting of conservative political 
groups was not an isolated incident, and all indications so far indict 
Washington. 


SURVEILLANCE 
Big Government Is Watching the Watchdogs 


by Jack Kenny — Most media disregard the government’s violations 
of the Fourth Amendment, yet they don’t like it when journalists are 
spied upon. 


INTERVIEW 


Rand Paul Remarks 

by Joe Wolverton If, J.D. — In an interview with THE New AMERICAN, 
Rand Paul provides insight into his positions on foreign and 
domestic issues. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


An American Family and the Civil War 

by John J. Dywer — In the days preceding the U.S. Civil War, 
personal beliefs drove families apart. When war began, suffering 
visited all. 


MOVIE REVIEW 


Un-Civil War 
by Steve Byas — What happened when a Northerner protested 
against war with the South? This movie answers that question. 
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Inside Track Correction, Please! 
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Natural Marriage 


THE NEw AMERICAN author Jack Kenny 
said online that while the 14th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution forbids any state 
to deny persons “equal protection of the 
laws,” the relevance of that 1868 amend- 
ment to the relatively new controversy 
over same-sex “marriage” will surely be 
contested by gay “marriage” opponents. 

The “equal protection of the laws” ap- 
plies to those similarly situated. All mar- 
riages have been recently treated by the 
courts and the cabal of lawyers who con- 
trol them as strictly civil in nature, hence 
undoing the protection once afforded natu- 
ral rights that are transferred and created 
by a natural marriage. 

But the public discussion of so called 
same-sex “marriage” is void of any rel- 
evance to a natural marriage because civil 
marriage laws cannot trump a man and a 
woman’s natural right to marry. Two men 
or two women cannot transfer or create 
natural rights any more than the state can. 

There is a legitimate component of civil 
law, as well as religious ceremony, rec- 
ognizing the formation of a natural mar- 
riage, but the natural law predates and is 
the basis for both. 

Gay “marriage” is simply an oxymoron. 

SCOTT BOOTH 
Sent via e-mail 


The Men Who Lead 


As I was reading my latest THE NEw 
AMERICAN, I came to the article about 
the United States and Russia that showed 
a picture of President Obama and Putin 
shaking hands. I had to laugh to myself be- 
cause what immediately came to my mind 
when I saw the picture was: They both are 
going to need to count their fingers after 
they shake hands. 
Dick Woop 
Prospect, Kentucky 


Southern Poverty 
Law Center in Schools 


I was surprised that the article “Leftist 
SPLC Bemoans Growing Influence of 
The John Birch Society” (April | issue) 
did not mention the huge influence of 
the Southern Poverty Law Center in our 
government public schools. The SPLC 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


is a huge socialist organization and pro- 
vides its glossy, expensive magazine free 
of charge to all teachers/admins in the 
public schools. It is packed with subver- 
sive “how-to’s” on topics of their choice 
to “teach the students,” with very “fun” 
ways of teaching the topics, and not-so- 
fun ways. It’s explicitly far-left social- 
ist propaganda. It is a bible on how to 
teach provocative topics to the kids, and 
the teachers all receive copies of it. I 
thought you would like to know this — 
if you didn’t already. Thanks for expos- 
ing this organization. More organizations 
ought to do the same. I tutor in the public 
schools, and I receive the magazine. 

J. C. VOELTZKE 

Sent via e-mail 


Cleaning Up Wasteful Wars 


Remember the scene from the movie Pat- 
ton where the general is exhorting his men 
to fight, saying: “Your object is not to die 
for your country. It is to make sure that the 
other guy dies for his country”? 

How many, if any, Americans who ex- 
perienced, say, the horrors of trench war- 
fare in WWI really did so for their coun- 
try, the so-called freedoms of the United 
States (safe beyond the seas)? Wasn’t the 
war really about the egos and territorial 
ambitions of the Europeans or the sal- 
vation of our domestic banking houses, 
which had floated many large war bond 
offerings? 

Was not every war thereafter an at- 
tempt to “clean up” the results of the pre- 
vious war? 

Were the costs in American blood and 
treasure really worth the rise of Hitler, 
Lenin, Stalin, Mao, etc., or would a much 
weakened Kaiser Wilhelm’s Germany 
have been preferable, had WWI been al- 
lowed to sputter out in 1916 owing to a 
lack of funds to continue? 

Would not the world have been much 
better off had Theodore Roosevelt and 
Woodrow Wilson never been born? 

RUSSELL W. HAAS 
Golden, Colorado 


Send your letters to: THE NEW AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial @thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 


INSIDE TRACK 


Nation’s Largest Lutheran Denomination Elects Fi First Gay Bishop 


Four years after voting to allow openly homosexual clergy, the 
four million-member Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) has elected its first openly homosexual bishop. The 
ELCA announced June | that the Rev. R. Guy Erwin, who holds 
a bachelor’s degree from Harvard and a doctorate from Yale, was 
elected at the annual meeting of the ELCA’s Southwest Cali- 
fornia Synod to serve the next six years as that synod’s bishop. 
Erwin was chosen on a 210-171 vote of the synod’s pastors and 
church leaders. 

Ordained by the denomination in May 2011, “Erwin is the EL- 
CA’s first synod bishop who is gay and in a partnered relationship 
with Rob Flynn, a member of the ELCA,” the ELCA announced. 

Liberal theologian Martin Marty, a professor at the University of 
Chicago and a member of the ELCA, applauded Erwin’s election 
as “historic and a turning point, as was the ordination of women. 
This is just one of many indications that the culture has shifted.” 

That shift has caused significant upheaval in the ELCA, with 
the denomination suffering a loss of nearly 500,000 members a 
year after its decision to ordain gay clergy. That exodus has been 
mirrored in other denominations that have been moving toward 
the embrace of homosexuality, including the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), the United Methodist Church, the United Church of 
Christ, and the Episcopal Church. 

Religion News Service (RNS) reported June 3 that since the 
Lutheran denomination’s decision to ordain homosexuals, many 


U.S. congregations have departed the ELCA “to join the North 
American Lutheran Church [NALC], and some overseas church- 
es have severed ties with the denomination. Earlier this year, the 
Lutheran church in Ethiopia parted ways with the ELCA.” 
Robert Benne, a religion professor at Roanoke College in 
Virginia and a member of both the ELCA and the NALC, told 
RNS that naming Erwin as a bishop is “a decisive move by the 
ELCA” that will impact the denomination globally. “There’s a 
big sorting-out going on in American and world Christianity, so 
it'll have some repercussions, but the larger repercussions will be 


worldwide,’ he said. 


Verizon Hands Over Customer Data to NSA Daily 


According to a court order labeled “TOP SECRET,” federal 
judge Roger Vinson ordered Verizon to turn over the phone rec- 
ords of millions of its U.S. customers to the National Security 
Agency (NSA). 

The order, issued in April by the U.S. Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court and leaked on the Internet June 5 by the 
Guardian (U.K.), compels Verizon to provide these records 
on an “ongoing daily basis” to hand over to the domestic spy 
agency “an electronic copy” of “all call detail records created 
by Verizon for communications (i) between the United States 
and abroad; or (ii) wholly within the United States, including 
local telephone calls.” 

This information includes the phone numbers involved, the 
electronic identity of the device, the calling card numbers (if any) 
used in making the calls, and the time and duration of the call. In 
other words, if you are a Verizon customer, your detailed phone 
records secretly have been handed over — and will continue to 
be handed over — to NSA agents. 

This wholesale dragnet of personal electronic communication 
data proves beyond dispute that the Obama administration is keep- 
ing millions of Americans under constant surveillance regardless 
of whether the targets are suspected of committing crimes. 

In fact, the government has made no attempt to demonstrate 
that any of those whose phone records have been seized are sus- 
pected of committing some crime. It is a plain and simple viola- 


tion of the Fourth Amendment in the hope of finding something 
that one day might be found to qualify as suspicious. 

As former NSA employee Thomas Drake told TNA last July, 
these NSA projects began in the days after the attacks of Sep- 
tember 11, allowed that agency to spy on Americans, and have 
“crossed the Rubicon” and “opened a Pandora’s box.” 

How long until the next TOP SECRET court order is leaked, 
one making the same demands on AT&T, Sprint, or other tele- 
communications companies? At this accelerated rate of construc- 
tion, how long until every call, every text, every e-mail, every 
online message, and every movement fall under the all-seeing 
eye of federal overlords? How far are the citizens of this Republic 
willing to let the federal surveillance apparatus go? 
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NSA Mining Data of Nine Internet Companies, Washington Post Reports 


The NSA and FBI are “tapping directly into the central servers 
of nine leading U.S. Internet companies, extracting audio, video, 
photographs, e-mails, documents and connection logs that enable 
analysts to track a person’s movements and contacts over time,” 
the Washington Post reported June 6. The news came just one 
day after the British newspaper the Guardian reported about the 
National Security Agency’s daily collection of the telephone logs 
of Verizon’s U.S. customers. 

The secret program, called PRISM, has been in operation since 
2007, but has not been disclosed publicly before, the Post said. A 
career intelligence officer provided PowerPoint slides and sup- 
porting materials to the paper to expose the massive invasion of 
privacy. “They quite literally can watch your ideas form as you 
type,” the officer said. 

The companies participating in the program include most of 
the big names in the telecommunications industry — Microsoft, 
Yahoo, Google, Facebook, PalTalk, AOL, Skype, YouTube, and 
Apple. The program has grown out of a history of alliances be- 
tween U.S. intelligence agencies and as many as 100 U.S. compa- 
nies since the 1970s, the Post reports. PRISM works in conjunc- 
tion with another top-secret program, called BLARNEY, which, 
according to the program’s summary, “leverages IC [intelligence 
community] and commercial partnerships to gain access and ex- 
ploit foreign intelligence obtained from global networks.” 

PRISM allows the NSA to enter a company’s data stream and 
extract communications by keying in “selectors” or search items. 
The agency is mandated by law to conduct surveillance only on 
foreign operations within the United States, but the selectors are 
designed to produce at least 51-percent confidence in the “foreign- 
ness” of the data it collects, meaning it could be intercepting whol- 
ly domestic communications nearly half of the time. Training ma- 
terials instruct new analysts to submit accidentally collected U.S. 
content for a quarterly report. But the training instructions also tell 
the analysts that “it’s nothing to worry about,” the Post said. 


An internal presentation, prepared for senior analysts in the 
NSA’s Signals Intelligence Directorate, called PRISM the largest 
contributor of information that goes into the President’s Daily 
Brief (PDB), the Post reported. The PDB cited PRISM data in 
1,477 articles last year. According to the briefing slides the Post 
received, “NSA reporting increasingly relies on PRISM,” which 
accounts for nearly one in seven intelligence reports. 

Estimates of the number of NSA employees range from 35,000 
to 55,000. Its headquarters is behind the walls of Fort Meade in 
Maryland, but a new million-square-foot surveillance center is 
under construction in the Utah desert. The project is expected to 
cost $2 billion by the time it is completed, possibly as early as 
this fall. James Bamford, an author who has written extensively 
about the NSA, estimated the new surveillance center could store 
data equal to 500 quintillion pages. 

By 2010, 33 building complexes for top-secret intelligence 
work in Washington, D.C., and the surrounding area had been 
built or were then under construction since September, 2001. Has 
all that intelligence effort and the vast amounts of money spent on 
it made us safer? We may never know, since it’s all “top secret.” 


IRS Didn’t Keep It’s Own Receipts 


> 


Lex 


In the midst of the IRS scandal of politically targeting conser- 
vative groups, the federal agency charged with collecting most 
federal taxes has emerged with a new scandal wherein millions of 


taxpayer dollars have been wasted. The Washington Post reported 
June | that the Treasury Department Inspector General found that 
IRS officials had spent millions on conferences: “The IRS spent 
nearly $50 million on 220 conferences from 2010 to 2012, ac- 
cording to a report due out Tuesday from the IRS watchdog, the 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration.” 

While the waste of taxpayer dollars is perhaps not as serious 
as employing the much-feared federal agency as an ideological 
bludgeon, this IRS scandal provides particular irony, accord- 
ing to the Washington Post’s summary of the IG report. “In the 
report, the Treasury Department’s inspector general provides 
detailed estimates on hundreds of IRS conferences, but inves- 
tigators could not independently verify the total costs, because 
the agency failed to keep records of all expenses, according to 
the aides.” Yes, you read that right. The IRS did not keep its 
own receipts. 


EXTENDED INSIDE TRACK 


Bilderberg Meeting Draws Protests, Media Coverage 


T he secretive Bilderberg meetings that took place June 6-9 
at The Grove hotel and resort in Watford, England, drew 
protesters from around the world and seemingly unprec- 
edented amounts of media coverage in the international press — a 
stark contrast with decades of near-total silence surrounding the 
controversial annual gathering of some of the planet’s most pow- 
erful figures in politics, business, military, academia, banking, 
and more. As usual, however, virtually nothing is known publicly 
about the agenda or what went on behind the veil of secrecy sur- 
rounding the entire conference. 

This year, as at other Bilderberg gatherings in recent years, 
throngs of protesters — primarily from the United Kingdom but 
others hailing from all over the world — greeted summit attend- 
ees with a wide assortment of complaints and insults. Among the 
anti-Bilderberg demonstrators were members of the European Par- 
liament, British lawmakers, and even a former U.K. environment 
minister who is hoping that the British House of Commons will 
seek answers to the many questions surrounding the conference. 

British Member of Parliament Michael Meacher, with the 
Labor Party, for example, was with critics and said the secrecy 
around the conference was “utterly anti-democratic” and should 
be urgently investigated by authorities. The MP also said he did 
not believe participants were attending just for tea and coffee. 

In recent years, multiple legislators and politicians have started 
to demand transparency and accountability from participants. Two 
years ago, Italian Member of the European Parliament Mario Bor- 
ghezio even attempted to force his way into the conference on the 
first day. He was reportedly detained and roughed up by police. 

Center-right Parliamentarian Dominique Baettig, with Switzer- 
land’s largest political party, also tried to barge in. In 2011, when 
the confab was held at a Swiss hotel, he asked prosecutors to con- 
sider arresting attendees such as former U.S. Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger for war crimes. He also suggested that Swiss offi- 
cials at the event should be charged with treason, echoing concerns 
of critics around the world. 


Newscom 


Still, Western leaders attend the meetings with impunity. Brit- 
ish Prime Minister David Cameron, for example, attended the 
meetings this year despite not having his name on the original 
list of participants released by Bilderberg. 

While he was hardly alone, Cameron’s appearance seems to 
have sparked the loudest public outcry, with Britons outraged that 
their top supposed “public servants” were meeting with foreign 
governments, bankers, and CEOs behind closed doors. A spokes- 
man for the British prime minister said the meeting was “private” 
so details would not be released. 

Aside from the United Kingdom, multiple European govern- 
ments were represented at the summit this year as well. Mark 
Rutte, the prime minister of the Netherlands, was there. Former 
prime ministers from France and Italy were there, too, as were 
numerous deputy prime ministers and Cabinet-level officials 
from around Europe. Sweden’s finance and foreign affairs min- 
isters both attended, as did some top officials from Turkey. 

As usual, in addition to the broad range of political leaders 
from across the supposed ideological spectrum who attended 
Bilderberg, the world’s mega bankers, known as “banksters” 
among protesters, were also there in force. Goldman Sachs, for 
example, was very well represented, with two of its top leaders in 
attendance. Senior leaders from Big Oil, Big Media, Big Finance, 
Big Business, Big Pharma, royalty, military, and more were all at 
the meetings with top officials, as well. 

While media coverage of Bilderberg has exploded in recent 
years, reporting on the 2013 confab seems to have reached record 
levels. Even much of the establishment media represented among 
attendees has at least started acknowledging that the summit exists. 

However, since virtually nothing is known publicly about the 
real agenda or the discussions that take place behind legions of 
heavily armed government “security” personnel, media reports 
have largely focused on ridiculing or demonizing “conspiracy 
theories” and people who are upset about the secretive conference. 

Some pieces actually joked about Bilderberg, the myriad “con- 
spiracy theories” that surround it, and its apparently waning influ- 
ence. Others argued that the meetings might be worth it as long as 
attendees were using their “undemocratic” means to accomplish 
some positive end. Writing in the Scotsman June 6, for example, 
columnist Jane Devine said she would be willing to “set democ- 
racy aside” if Bilderberg participants were secretly working to 
do something like end child pornography, prevent deaths from 
curable diseases, or eradicate rape as a weapon of war. 

This year, in an interesting twist, news about the shadowy 
cabal and its secret meetings seems to have been almost over- 
shadowed by American radio host Alex Jones, who dominated 
Bilderberg-related headlines for days. At one point, Jones and 
members of his Infowars crew took a small boat and used a bull- 
horn to inform Bilderberg attendees that their so-called “New 
World Order” would fail. 

While the establishment and state-run press may be content to 
demonize Bilderberg critics and claim nothing can or should be 
done about it, opponents of the secrecy and the current state of 
the world say humanity deserves real answers. Mf 
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Federal Prohibition of Marijuana Use Not Working 

“The Herculean effort undertaken by the federal government to pre- 
vent the American people from smoking marijuana has undeniably 
been a colossal failure.” 

Proposing a law that would require federal agencies to respect state 
laws regarding marijuana, Congressman Dana Rohrabacher (R- 
Calif.) knows his measure stands little chance of approval. 


Germany Doesn’t Have as Large a Population as Predicted 
“Who Shrunk Germany?” 

After census figures showed a decline of 1.5 million since the last 
census was taken in 1987, a headline on the website of the newspaper 
Bild reacted with an incisive question. 


He Offers a Proposal for a New Federal Office Within the Department of Education 


Dana 
Rohrabacher 
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“T think the Feds ought to create the Institute for National Education Proficiency Training to Increase 
Tolerance and Understanding of Democracy and Equality. Its acronym would be INEPTITUDE.” 
One of THE NEW AMERICAN’S contributors, Jack Kenny, has little admiration for the bureaucrats who 


staff the unconstitutional federal Department of Education. 


Arizona’s Famed Sheriff Survives Recall Effort 

“This effort failed because the good people of Maricopa County, 
whom I’m honored to serve, rejected the wrong-headed idea of over- 
turning an election.” 

Recall organizers collected barely 60 percent of the needed 335,000 
signatures to force Sheriff Joe Arpaio to stand for office once again 
after he recently won reelection for a sixth term. 


Predictions From the Green 

Lobby Customarily Wrong, but Not Idiotic 

“The next time an environmentalist warns us of a pending disaster or 
that we are running out of something, we ought to ask: When was the 
last time a prediction of yours was right? Some people are inclined 
to call these people idiots. That’s wrong. They have been successful 


AP Images 


in their agenda.” 


Columnist Walter Williams regularly criticizes the dire predictors within the so-called “green” 


movement. 


Obama Administration Meddling in Britain’s Affairs 


“Britain could miss out on billions of pounds of U.S. investment if it leaves the EU, Obama officials warn’ 


’ 


Citing unnamed officials within the Obama administration, London’s Daily Mail alluded to the U.S. 


desire for England to stay in the EU because pulling out would seem 
to be harming the chances for the proposed U.S.-European Union 
trade agreement known as Transatlantic Trade and Investment Part- 
nership (TTIP). 


Anti-religious Crusader Wants 
Military Chaplains to Cease Preaching Their Beliefs 
“Today, we face incredibly well-financed gangs of fundamentalist 
Christian monsters who terrorize their fellow Americans by forcing 
their weaponized and twisted version of Christianity upon their help- 
less subordinates in our nation’s armed forces.” 
The founder of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, Mikey 
Weinstein, has been awarded consultant status with the Pentagon as 
he seeks to have chaplains who share their Christian beliefs punished 
via trial by court-martial. 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANus 
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QUICKQUOTES 


The murder of an American Marine in Afghanistan by the “slave” of a local police official 
highlights both the futility of the mission there and the callous disregard for our troops. 


by Alex Newman 


efore being murdered by an AK- 
B 47-wielding “tea boy” on a base in 
Helmand Province, Lance Corpo- 
ral Greg Buckley, Jr. told his parents about 
a sense that he would not be coming home 


from Afghanistan alive. He was right. 
Now, his heartbroken family and a grow- 


ing group of supporters across America 
want justice. 

In an interview with THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN, the then-21-year-old Marine’s father, 
Greg Buckley, Sr., also raised troubling 
questions about the U.S. government’s war 
in Afghanistan, the controversial policies 
governing American forces there, and much 
more. He says it is time for politicians to 


do something for U.S. troops — and for 
American soldiers to come home now. 

“As [Afghan President Hamid] Karzai 
has said many times, they don’t want us 
there. So why should we even be there?” 
Buckley, Sr. asked. “There are reasons we 
are there, and one day our government 
might tell us the truth. But that day might 
be too late.” 
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Greg Buckley, Jr. 

Prior to joining the U.S. Marines, Greg 
Buckley, Jr. was a regular, all-American 
boy. He played varsity basketball starting 
in ninth grade at Oceanside High School 
on Long Island, not far from New York 
City. He also loved hanging out with his 
friends, joking, dancing, and playing 
handball with his younger brothers — his 
biggest fans. Some nights, when Buckley, 
Sr. would get up to check on the kids, they 
would all be sleeping in young Greg’s 
room. He was popular, outgoing, and full 
of life, his family says. 

“He was the type of kid that would light 
up a room as soon as he entered it,” his fa- 
ther explained. “He was the type of kid that 
would take the blame for a kid just so that 
the kid wouldn’t get into trouble — con- 
stantly standing up for kids that weren’t as 
popular as him. Just a great all-around kid. 
He just enjoyed life, everyone loved him.” 

Father and son had an especially close 
relationship. When Buckley, Jr. was born 
on July 17, 1991, Buckley, Sr. realized 
why he had been put on this Earth: “To 
be a father, and not just any father, but the 
best father that I could be,” he explained. 

Even though Buckley, Sr. was working 
hard to start up his own company, he did not 
just go to all of his son’s football, baseball, 
or basketball games. Instead, he made it a 
point to actually coach every single sport 
his son was playing in. “That gave us a 
bond like no other,’ Buckley, Sr. explained. 

Buckley, Jr.’s first day at school was a 
proud and happy moment for everyone 
in the family — and also the day his dad 
realized that “little Greg” was not a baby 
anymore. “Looking right and left, he was 
so excited, waiting for that big yellow bus 
to turn that corner,’ Buckley, Sr. said. “As 
the bus arrived, he stepped on that bus and 
glanced back at me and said, ‘Are you 
going to be here when I get back from 
school?’ I replied: ‘I will always be here 
for you, I love you.’ ‘I love you too dad,’ 
he answered back. And that was the begin- 
ning of my son’s life as a boy.” 

As little Greg grew into a young man, his 
relationship with his father grew stronger 
and stronger as well. “A bond that couldn’t 
be broken” is how Buckley, Sr. described it. 
“This is what I need people to understand.” 

Then came September 11, 2001, and 
everything changed. Buckley, Sr. and his 
brother were in Brooklyn when the Twin 
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Towers fell. As everyone was fleeing the 
city, they drove toward it to help the first 
responders deal with the carnage. Buck- 
ley, Sr. did not go home for two days, and 
during that time, he was not even able to 
speak with his children. A few years later, 
when little Greg was 14, Buckley, Sr. real- 
ized the effect it had on his son. 

“He told me that instead of going to col- 
lege, he wanted to go to the Marine Corps 
for the United States and to go fight for the 
country, and fight terrorists for what they 
did on 9/11,” Buckley, Sr. explained. “He 
seemed to be motivated by 9/11.” 

Neither parent approved of the idea, 
but when Buckley, Jr. was 16, his father 
came home to find a recruiter sitting in the 
kitchen. “As you can imagine I was not 
happy,” Buckley, Sr. said. “Greg was my 
oldest son, and for 16 years he has brought 
me nothing but joy and happiness. Greg 
was my best friend. Maybe for my own 
selfish reasons I did not want him to go. 
I would have preferred my son to run my 
company and take over for me as I’ve told 
him many times.” 

Nonetheless, Buckley, Jr. was persistent, 
saying he wanted to serve his country for 
four years and then come home to take a 
job in law enforcement. He thanked his dad 
for the concern, but was determined to get 
his parents to sign the papers allowing him 
to enlist right out of high school. Finally, 
they gave in — with the understanding that 
Buckley, Jr. would not go to Afghanistan 
and would work in a civilian job instead. 

“My son made a grown-up decision 
to protect and serve the United States of 
America,” Buckley, Sr. said. 

At first, Buckley, Jr. was stationed in 
Hawaii. His parents were relieved. In late 
March of 2012, Buckley, Jr. went home to 
surprise his dad for his 48th birthday. “That 
night was filled with joy and laughter, and 
because Greg was home, it made every- 
thing better,’ Buckley, Sr. recalled. That 
same evening, the family found out that 
Buckley, Jr. would be going to Afghanistan 
after all. “As you can imagine, myself, his 
mother, and two younger brothers were ex- 
tremely upset about it,’ Buckley, Sr. said. 
“When we asked him why, he said that he 
had to go, that it was his turn.” 


All-American kid: Little Greg Buckley was a 
popular, fun-loving child who enjoyed sports 
and was admired by his siblings. 
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Afghan troops indicated to Buckley, 


Jr. that local forces knew the group of 
Americans was set to leave soon. It made 
the U.S. Marines nervous — especially 
since government policy apparently often 
kept American forces disarmed while on 


base with armed Afghans. 


Afghanistan Deployment 
Lance Cpl. Buckley was gone for two 
weeks before he was able to call his fam- 
ily and let them know that he had arrived. 
He told his parents that he would not be 
able to communicate regularly, but that he 
would let them know when there was an 
address for delivering care packages. 
Some weeks later, around the beginning 
of May, Buckley, Jr. contacted his parents 
separately — he did not want to upset his 
mother and brothers. In the conversation 
with his dad, however, the young Marine 
explained that he was stationed at Forward 
Operating Base (FOB) Delhi, not to fight 
terrorists, but to train Afghan security forc- 
es. He had a troubling feeling about it all. 
On August 10 last year, two days before 
Lance Cpl. Buckley, Jr. was finally sup- 
posed to return home for a surprise visit 


with his family, he spent 
the day, as usual, following 
orders to train Afghan secu- 
rity forces. Even though he 
already knew well from per- 
sonal experience that the Af- 
ghans did not want him or his 
fellow soldiers in the country 
— many of the locals loathe 
the American presence with 
a passion — Buckley, Jr. did 
what he was ordered to do. 

During a meal after train- 
ing, one of the U.S. government-backed 
Afghan troops indicated to Buckley, Jr. 
that local forces knew the group of Ameri- 
cans was set to leave soon. It made the 
U.S. Marines nervous — especially since 
government policy apparently often kept 
American forces disarmed while on base 
with armed Afghans. 


The Murder of Greg Buckley, Jr. 

Later that night, Buckley, Jr. and his 
friends went to work out. While he was on 
a bench press, with his best friend spotting 
for him, a then-15-year-old “slave” boy 
“belonging” to a high-ranking Afghan po- 
lice official walked in with an AK-47 and 
shot Buckley, Jr. in the chest, killing him. 
The so-called “tea boy” murdered two 
other Marines that night, too — Staff Sgt. 
Scott Dickinson and Cpl. Richard Rivera. 


Others were wounded but survived. 

After emptying the magazine, the 
young boy, known as Aynoddin, dropped 
his weapon and boasted to others that he 
had just performed “jihad.” The murders, 
however, were not thought up by Aynod- 
din, Buckley, Sr. told THE NEW AMERICAN. 
Instead, the boy had been a slave of local 
police Chief Sarwar Jan since age 12 and 
was acting on his instructions. After the at- 
tack, the Washington Post quoted Jan, who 
said the boy had been “given” to him by 
a local elder. 

“As far as I’m concerned, that is an ex- 
ecution of a U.S. Marine,” Buckley, Sr. 
said, describing in detail his understand- 
ing of what happened. While he would not 
share his sources or tell THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN how he learned the full story of that 
night, he said it would eventually be pub- 
lic. Others who survived the attack, such 
as Buckley, Jr.’s friend David Oliver, have 
confirmed elements of the story. Articles 
in publications geared toward the armed 
services and even in the establishment 
press have also reported the same facts, 
citing military officials. 

Ten months after the murder, however, 
the U.S. government has still not provided 
a full report on what happened, claiming 
it was “pending” or still being investi- 
gated. Multiple Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) requests for details, mean- 


and Justin 
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while, have been denied. Neither the U.S. 
Department of Defense nor the Afghan 
government’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
responded to requests for comment from 
THE NEW AMERICAN. 


Justice & the Aftermath 
Police Chief Sarwar Jan and his “tea boy” 
were both arrested following the killing 
spree. Based on the information he now 
has, Buckley, Sr. said that the AK-47 used 
in the murders belonged to the police 
chief, as identified by the serial number. 
Justice, however, has not yet been served. 
“Sarwar Jan was released after only 
being held for two weeks,” Buckley, Sr. 
continued, citing his sources. The Wash- 
ington Post confirmed that Jan had been 
arrested and released as well, though it 
reported that he was subsequently picked 
up by Afghan “intelligence” officials. For 
Buckley, Sr., though, releasing Jan is un- 
acceptable. “Tea boys do not do anything 
without their superior telling them what 
to do. They are considered slaves,” he ex- 
plained. “This man needs to be prosecuted, 
and brought to justice.” Jan’s fate remains 
unclear, but many suspect he could be 
working as an official on yet another base. 
Incredibly, even though superior officers 
were well aware of the dangers — Jan had 
previously been in trouble on other bases 
for sexually exploiting children, and U.S. 


Marines had asked that the “tea boys” not 
be allowed on base — Buckley, Sr. said 
the American troops were left defenseless 
on the base. He also recalled how Buckley, 
Jr. had known for some time that he would 
not be making it home. 

“At the end of the day, Greg and his 
Marine boys all knew they were training 
terrorists that would end up killing them 
one day,” said Buckley, Sr., who is work- 
ing relentlessly to pursue justice for his 
murdered son and all American soldiers. 
“Tt’s heart-wrenching to hear as a father 
that your 20-year-old boy is telling you he 
might be murdered over there by the very 
soldiers they are training.” 

Buckley, Sr. cited a letter written by his 
son, now available online on a Facebook 
page for supporters, where Buckley, Jr. 
thanked his family for everything. He also 
told his brothers that they should grow up 
to be great men. A week after the letter 
arrived, Buckley, Jr. called his father late 
at night, speaking in a voice that Buckley, 
Sr. had never heard before. 

“Dad I just wanna come home, I just 
wanna come home,’ the father recalled 
his son saying. Buckley, Jr. continued, his 
father said, adding: “We all stick together, 
but we have no control in Afghanistan. I 
need you to tell Mom, Justin, and Shane 
that I love them very much and that I will 
not be coming home.” 


For the first time in his life, the proud 
father did not know what to tell his son. 
“As a parent, when you hear your son or 
daughter say something like that to you, 
it’s absolutely devastating and heart break- 
ing,” Buckley, Sr. said. “And to this day, I 
hear my son’s voice over and over saying, 
‘I just want to come home.’” 

The question remains, however: If 
Lance Cpl. Buckley knew what was going 
to happen, how could superiors — and 
the policies governing U.S. forces in Af- 
ghanistan — have allowed such a tragedy? 
For now, there are still no good answers. 
Buckley, Sr., though, is on a mission to 
find them — not just for his son, but for 
all American troops, who he says are being 
needlessly placed in jeopardy by uncaring 
and out-of-touch politicians. 

As far as who should be held responsible 
for his son’s murder, Buckley, Sr. said his 
son was executed due to a lack of respect 
from the Afghan government, which did 
not move on the threat even after it was re- 
peatedly warned about allowing “tea boys” 
on the base. Aynoddin, now 16, should also 
be brought to the United States and tried 
as a terrorist, he said. The other person re- 
sponsible, according to Buckley, Sr., is the 


Greg Buckley, Jr. decided that as a young 
man he should join the Marines to defend his 
country. 


Greg Buckley, Jr. 
standing with his father, 
Greg Buckley, Sr. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 13 


STORY 


Buckley, Jr. continued, his father said, 
adding: “We all stick together, but we 
have no control in Afghanistan. | need 


you to tell Mom, Justin, and Shane that 
| love them very much and that I will not 
be coming home.” 


police official who “owned” the boy who 
committed the murders on his orders. ““We 
need our government to move on this more 
with swift justice for all,’ he said. 

Prominent New York attorney Bob 
Unger, who is supporting the Buckley fam- 
ily, also expressed outrage about the war 
and the treatment of U.S. troops. He told 
THE NEw AMERICAN that letters of marque 
and reprisal, once used by Thomas Jeffer- 
son against the Barbary pirates, could be 
used to obtain justice in cases like Buck- 
ley’s under the U.S. Constitution. He also 
raised serious concerns about the policies 
governing American forces in Afghanistan. 

“People talk about gun control, but the 
U.S. Command — or rather the UN com- 
mand that our troops are relegated to being 
under — they impose gun control on our 
Marines; talk about an oxymoron,” Unger 
said. “Our command lets our Marines be 
relegated to dhimmitude status [second- 
class status for non-Muslims under Is- 
lamic governments], where they’re not 
allowed to act as an equal human being in 
front of Afghan Muslims.” 

Unger, a respected, liberty-minded at- 
torney in New York, also criticized the 
political class in Washington for failing 
to seek justice. “The Buckley family de- 
serves help from our elected officials,” he 
said. “They give lip service but they don’t 
give a damn about our soldiers, who they 
sacrifice as cannon fodder for their politi- 
cal machinations and dreams.” 


“Green on Blue” 

While the murder of Lance Cpl. Buck- 
ley has attracted some media attention, 
thanks mostly to his family’s dedication, 
it is hardly the only case that raises major 
red flags about what is going on in Af- 
ghanistan. Indeed, most media accounts 
have described Buckley, Jr.’s killing as a 
so-called green-on-blue attack, the term 
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used to identify the increas- 
ingly frequent killings of 
U.S. troops by the very same 
Afghan “security” forces 
they are training. 

The U.S. government has 
been pumping tens of billions 
of dollars into “security” for 
Afghanistan’s notoriously 
corrupt Islamist regime. Still, 
well over 130 American and 
coalition soldiers have been 
killed just since 2008 by members of the 
Afghan National Army and the Afghan 
National Police — probably more. Another 
150 have been wounded. The numbers are 
on the rise, too, and the U.S. government 
has been well aware of the issue for years. 

“Such fratricide-murder incidents are no 
longer isolated; they reflect a growing sys- 
temic threat,’ noted a U.S. military study 
released in May of 2011 about the issue. 
“They are also provoking a crisis of confi- 
dence and trust among Westerners training 
and working with Afghan National Secu- 
rity Forces.” The problem has only gotten 
worse — much worse — since then. 

According to the Long War Journal, 
which tries to track the figures, at least 61 
coalition troops — mostly Americans — 
were killed in such attacks last year. An- 
other 81 are known to have been wounded. 
Indeed, “green-on-blue” murders repre- 
sent almost 15 percent of all the coalition 
troops killed in Afghanistan in 2012. 

Among Afghan police and military 
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forces that do not overtly attack their 
Western trainers, there are still multiple 
issues. According to a report by Army Lt. 
Col. Daniel L. Davis, for example, he wit- 
nessed Afghan military personnel “collude 
with the insurgency.” Other Afghans told 
him that many of the security forces cur- 
rently being trained by the U.S. military 
had already “made deals with the Taliban” 
in anticipation of Western withdrawal. 


Policy and Strategy Problems 

Despite the obvious problems, the current 
coalition “strategy” in Afghanistan actu- 
ally centers on having Western forces arm, 
fund, and train Afghan security personnel. 
If and when the foreign occupation ends, 
analysts say it is possible that the weapons 
and training being funded by U.S. taxpay- 
ers could simply lead to a bloodier civil 
war among various factions. 

Also key to the international plan for Af- 
ghanistan is showering massive amounts 
of U.S. taxpayer money on the country in 
an impossible bid to change it, its people, 
and its culture. Already, Afghanistan has 
become the most expensive “reconstruc- 
tion” effort carried out in American his- 
tory, according to reports. Much of the 
money, of course, is simply being wasted 
or stolen by corrupt officials. The CIA was 
also recently exposed secretly delivering 
bags with huge sums of “ghost money” to 
the president of Afghanistan. 

However, even more troubling for 
U.S. troops on the ground: Hundreds of 


Does the good outweigh the bad? Marines carry Lance Cpl. Greg Buckley, Jr.’s casket after he 
was murdered in Afghanistan by a tea boy “belonging” to a local police official. 


THE NEW AMERICAN @ JULY 1, 2013 


AP Images 
wnat 


millions of American taxpayer dollars 
are flowing to the Taliban — possibly 
as much as $360 billion, according to a 
Pentagon study cited in media reports last 
year. On top of that, a report released in 
April by the Special Inspector General 
for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR) 
found that stopping the money spigot to 
enemy forces and insurgents is extremely 
difficult because of U.S. policy. 

Even though it is possible, the SIGAR 
reported to Congress that the Department 
of Defense refused to sever contracts with 
suspected enemies — deals that are often 
worth millions and can help bankroll the 
insurgency. The State Department and 
other U.S. agencies, meanwhile, appar- 
ently do not even have the authority to 
break contracts with the very same forces 
engaged in battle against American troops. 

For now, though, it appears that Western 
powers are hoping the regime of President 
Hamid Karzai, which they helped install, 
can cling to power as American and coali- 
tion troops are supposedly set to withdraw 
by next year. 

Even if Western plans come to fruition, 
there are still extremely serious issues that 
were once held in check by the Taliban 
but have now resurfaced after the Taliban 
— once U.S. allies — were ousted from 
power in the American invasion. 


Reality in Afghanistan 

Aynoddin, the Afghan “tea boy” accused 
of pulling the trigger on Lance Cpl. Buck- 
ley, is one of countless boys who are 
turned into sex slaves in Afghanistan as 
part of a practice known as bacha bazi, 
which translates roughly to “playing with 
kids.” It involves young boys being sold 
or given to rich and powerful Afghans 
for “entertainment,” dancing, and brutal 
sexual exploitation. Major media outlets 
have documented the crimes extensively, 
yet they continue to this day. 

While the Taliban had cracked down 
hard on bacha bazi because it represents 
a serious violation of Islamic law, today 
the phenomenon is once again widespread 
in Afghanistan. A leaked draft of a U.S. 
army manual even instructed American 
troops not to criticize the practice. Ameri- 
can military personnel have still publicly 
complained about it and have quietly tried 
to prod the “security” forces they are train- 
ing to stop it. However, under the U.S. oc- 
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strategy to build up the new regime’s “security” forces in preparation for a supposed withdrawal. 


cupation and the Karzai regime, it is on 
the rise throughout the country, especially 
among the upper ranks of the Afghan elite 
and those in charge of “security.” 

In addition to essentially turning a blind 
eye to the rampant pedophilia, child pros- 
titution, slavery, and pimping that goes on 
openly among high-ranking Afghan police 
and government officials on the U.S. pay- 
roll, American taxpayers may have even 
been funding the loathsome practices di- 
rectly in some cases. Diplomatic cables re- 
leased by WikiLeaks suggest, for example, 
that American funds — through the war- 
contracting firm DynCorp — provided 
drugs and money for a party for Afghan 
National Police recruits where young boys 
were used as sex slaves. The corrupt Kar- 
zai regime was also exposed pressuring 
U.S. officials to “quash” the story before 
it came out in the press. 

According to human-rights organizations 
and various media reports, the DynCorp- 
hosted event for police recruits featured 
dancing bacha bazi boys dressed in wom- 
en’s clothing, who were reportedly later 
supposed to be auctioned off to be raped. 
While the Washington, D.C.-based com- 
pany did confirm that an underage dancing 
boy was hired to perform for the recruits, it 
claimed reports of child rape and open drug 
abuse at the police party were false. 

Human-rights groups did not buy the 
denials, however. “The entertainment for 
the evening [at the party] was bacha bazi 
boys, whose pimps were paid so the boys 
would sing and dance for the recruits and 


then be raped by them afterward,” the 
Human Trafficking campaign on Change. 
org said about the event. “That’s your tax 
dollars at work — fighting terrorism and 
extremism in Afghanistan by trafficking 
little boys for sex with cops-in-training.” 

Another issue that re-emerged after the 
Taliban was kicked out of power: poppy 
production, which is used to manufacture 
opium, heroin, and other drugs. Under the 
brutal Islamic regime of the Taliban, the 
crop was all but eradicated in Afghanistan. 
However, under U.S. military occupation 
and the notoriously corrupt but less-ex- 
treme Islamist Karzai regime, production is 
once again soaring, with over 90 percent of 
the world’s supply now reportedly coming 
from Afghanistan. The nation is also now 
the biggest producer of marijuana. Many of 
Afghanistan’s top drug lords are intimately 
linked to the new regime, too, and occupa- 
tion forces quietly tolerate it all. 


Ending the War and “Victory” 
American and coalition forces are supposed 
to withdraw from Afghanistan at the end of 
2014 — Obama has pledged multiple times 
after the massive so-called “surge” that they 
would all be coming home. The administra- 
tion and various top U.S. and Afghan of- 
ficials, however, have long been waffling. 
As recently as November of last year, 
the Obama administration was exposed 
negotiating a deal that could keep tens 
of thousands of troops and mercenar- 
ies there for a decade or more. Karzai 
also admitted in a May speech that the 
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We get what we pay for — that’s all: Afghan President Hamid Karzai, whose notoriously corrupt 
regime was installed by Western powers after the invasion of Afghanistan, promised to fight 
alongside Pakistan in any war against the United States. 


U.S. government was seeking nine bases 
across Afghanistan in exchange for even 
more support from American taxpayers 
and military personnel. 

Even if U.S. “combat” troops do even- 
tually leave, it is almost certain that some 
U.S. troops and numerous tax-funded “se- 
curity” firms will remain, probably until at 
least 2024. According to the most recent 
data from the Pentagon, released in April, 
the U.S. Department of Defense had more 
than 107,000 “contractors” in Afghani- 
stan, along with almost 8,000 still in Iraq 
after “withdrawing” at the end of 2011. 
It is all being marketed to the public as 
part of a “long-term international commit- 
ment” to Afghanistan — a nation that has a 
well-deserved reputation as the “graveyard 
of empires.” 

At this point, meanwhile, nobody re- 
ally knows what “victory” in Afghanistan 
actually means. The supposed mission 
has gone from tackling al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban to “exporting freedom” to “nation 
building” and everything in between. 

However, in 2010, Obama shocked the 
world when he said the U.S. government 
had been waging the war wrong for almost 
a decade and that the Taliban could even- 
tually be welcomed back into the fold. 
The Taliban say they have no interest in 
negotiating because they see victory just 
around the corner. In countries such as 
Syria and Libya, the U.S. government has 
in recent years actually armed and funded 
self-styled al-Qaeda leaders — suppos- 
edly America’s chief enemies. 


16 


Even as the U.S. government claimed it 
was exporting “freedom” to Afghanistan, 
the last Afghan public Christian church 
was demolished in 2010. The few remain- 
ing Christians have mostly been arrested 
by the new regime. Because the U.S.- 
imposed Afghan constitution enshrines 
sharia law, converting to Christianity can 
be a capital offense. 

Incredibly, Karzai also promised he 
would fight alongside Pakistan if it ever 
went to war with the U.S. government. 
“God forbid, if ever there is a war be- 
tween Pakistan and America, Afghanistan 
will side with Pakistan,” he said during a 
televised interview. The Pakistani govern- 
ment, which receives billions in American 
aid, has been implicated by top U.S. of- 
ficials in funding and collaborating with 
anti-American terror networks. 

Thousands of U.S. troops have already 
been killed in the conflict. Around 20,000 
have been wounded, not including those 
with mental issues. Also, between 2007 
and 2012, according to the UN, more than 
13,000 Afghan civilians were killed. More 
than 60,000 American soldiers remain in 
Afghanistan, and even more U.S. govern- 
ment-funded “con- 
tractors” — many of 
whom are mercenar- 
ies. The Pentagon 
estimated the cost 
to U.S. taxpayers so 
far at $1.2 trillion, 
but when interest 
and medical bills are 
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included, a Harvard study found that the 
costs of the Iraq and Afghan wars could 
range between $4 trillion and $6 trillion. 
Still, the real “goals” remain unclear. 

Of course, even if the war had been 
declared by Congress and was constitu- 
tional, advocates of a non-interventionist 
foreign policy say it would be a bad idea 
anyway. Former Rep. Ron Paul (R-Tex- 
as), for example, said fighting the war 
in Afghanistan was bringing the United 
States to its knees. “We’ve been there 
for ten years and it’s contributing to this 
huge deficit that we have,” he explained 
during his most recent bid for president, 
adding that American values should be 
spread through leading by example rath- 
er than force. “So yeah, I want to bring 
them home, and I think we’ll be stronger 
for it, I think we’ll have a stronger na- 
tional defense and we’ll have a lot stron- 
ger economy.” 

Buckley, Sr. asked why the U.S. gov- 
ernment was squandering trillions of dol- 
lars on the wars in the Middle East in the 
first place. “I think the American people 
have the right to know the answers,” he 
noted, saying that while he lost a son, the 
country lost just as much. “The last time 
I looked we are in trillions of dollars of 
debt.” Buckley, Sr. is asking Americans to 
write their elected officials to demand the 
truth, as well as justice for his son and all 
fallen soldiers. 

In May, Obama publicly claimed that 
the terror war would eventually be brought 
to an end. Countless promises made by the 
president, however, have already been bro- 
ken, so there is little reason to believe the 
most recent ones. 

How many more U.S. troops like Lance 
Cpl. Buckley and their families will have 
to pay the price for the war in Afghanistan 
and the broader terror war remains to be 
seen. Without a wave of outrage from the 
American people, though, the numbers 
and the pain will continue to grow while 
real answers remain elusive. Ml 


EXTRA COPIES AVAILABLE 


@ Additional copies of this issue of THE 


New AMERICAN are available at quantity- 
discount prices. To place your order, visit 
www.shopjbs.org or see the card between 
pages 34-35. 


THE NEW AMERICAN @ JULY 1, 2013 


AP Images 


IRS Scandal: 


An Across-the-board Political Attack 


The IRS targeting of conservative political groups was not an 
isolated incident, and all indications so far indict Washington. 
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A law unto itself: IRS officials have thus far defended their actions in attacking conservative 


groups and individuals as legal and — at worst — misguided, and leadership has provided no 
definitive answers to congressional investigators as to how these practices began. 


by Thomas R. Eddlem 


he U.S. Treasury Department has 
i admitted that the Internal Revenue 
Service targeted Tea Party groups 
applying for tax-exempt status from 2010 
through 2012, and despite Obama admin- 
istration denials, it appears likely that the 
IRS targeting of conservative groups was 
an across-the-board attack on the political 
Right directed from the White House. 

A Treasury Department Inspector Gen- 
eral found in May that “in early Calendar 
Year 2010, according to an IRS Determina- 
tions Unit specialist, the IRS began search- 
ing for applications with “Tea Party,’ ‘Patri- 
ots, or ‘9/12’ in the organization’s name as 
well as other ‘political-sounding’ names.” 
According to the Inspector General report: 


The IRS used inappropriate criteria 
that identified for review Tea Party 
and other organizations applying for 
tax-exempt status based upon their 
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names or policy positions instead 
of indications of potential political 
campaign intervention. Because of 
ineffective management by IRS of- 
ficials: 1) inappropriate criteria were 
developed and stayed in place for a 
total of more than 18 months, 2) there 
were substantial delays in processing 
certain applications, and 3) unneces- 
sary information requests were issued 
to the organizations. 


White House Press Secretary Jay Carney 
told reporters May 20 that the White House 
had “‘no evidence that anyone outside of the 
IRS had any involvement in the inappropri- 
ate scrutinizing of conservative groups who 
were applying for tax exempt status.” That 
is increasingly being proven untrue. 
Carney’s claim was uttered after a 
stream of criticism of Tea Party non-profits 
from White House and Obama campaign 
officials that specifically called for closer 
scrutiny of Republican donors, beginning 


back in 2010 and extending through the 
2012 campaign season. Frank VanderSloot 
of Idaho Falls, Idaho, gave $1 million to 
the pro-Mitt Romney PAC “Restore Our 
Future” in 2012 and was publicly singled 
out for criticism by the Obama campaign. 
VanderSloot suffered three IRS audits and 
a Department of Labor investigation after 
the Obama campaign publicly named him 
on its official website. Although Vander- 
Sloot came out of the audits with a clean 
bill of financial health and didn’t owe any 
additional taxes, the extra accountants 
for the audits cost him nearly $80,000. 
VanderSloot is not the exception. Karl 
Rove’s well-funded Crossroads GPS has 
yet to have its 2010 non-profit application 
approved by the IRS. 

To smaller, grassroots conservative and 
libertarian organizations at the receiv- 
ing end of IRS and other federal agency 
targeting, the proportional costs have 
been far greater. Like the establishment 
organizations, the extra IRS scrutiny on 
small Tea Party groups has meant a loss 
of focus on their mission by extra time 
devoted to paperwork by management, as 
well as costs associated with hiring extra 
lawyers and accountants. But far more 
importantly for the upstart Tea Party or- 
ganizations, the delay in receiving non- 
profit status approval — and some of 
these targeted conservative organizations 
are still waiting for IRS approval three 
years later — meant they were unable to 
receive the grants needed to get their pro- 
grams off the ground in the first place. 
Most foundations and corporations only 
donate to non-profits that have IRS ap- 
proval; delaying IRS approval strangled 
the Tea Party movement in its crib before 
it ever reached full maturity. 

Even some prominent liberals see the 
IRS scandal as a serious issue. The Huff- 
ington Post’s Howard Fineman, noting 
that many campaign law specialists have 
migrated onto the White House staff (such 
as Bob Bauer, David Axelrod, and Dan 
Pfeiffer), wrote on May 20 that “it’s hard 
to imagine that the Obama inner circle was 
oblivious to the issue of what the IRS was 
doing in Cincinnati.” This is particularly 
true since then-acting IRS Commissioner 
Douglas Shulman visited the White House 
at least 157 times from 2010 through 2012. 
That’s once per week, more than any other 


17 


White House visitor — including Obama’s 
own Cabinet officials. 

Congressional hearings on the IRS scan- 
dal led Washington IRS operative Lois Le- 
mer to plead her Fifth Amendment right to 
remain silent when asked about oversight 
of the non-profit division she supervised. 
For Lerner, harassment of conservative 
organizations goes all the way back to the 
1990s, when she was an official at the Fed- 
eral Elections Commission and harassed 
Pat Robertson’s Christian Coalition. 
House Oversight and Reform Commit- 
tee Chairman Darrell Issa (R-Calif.) told 
CNN’s State of the Union program June 
2 that “the reason that Lois Lerner tried to 
take the fifth is not because there is a rogue 
in Cincinnati, it’s because this is a problem 
that was coordinated in all likelihood right 
out of Washington headquarters and we’re 
getting to proving it.” 

Issa’s congressional investigators have 
deposed a number of IRS officials at the 
Cincinnati office where non-profit con- 
servative organizations were targeted, and 
found that Washington had directed IRS 
employees to target conservatives. The fol- 
lowing segments are from the transcripts; 
the officials’ names were not included: 


Q: So is it your perspective that ulti- 
mately the responsible parties for the 
decisions that were reported by the 
IG are not in the Cincinnati office? 

A: I don’t know how to answer 
that question. I mean, from an agent 
standpoint, we didn’t do anything 
wrong. We followed directions based 
on other people telling us what to do. 

Q: And you ultimately followed 
directions from Washington; is that 
correct? 

A: If direction had come down 
from Washington, yes. 

Q: But with respect to the particular 
scrutiny that was given to Tea Party 
applications, those directions ema- 
nated from Washington; is that right? 

A: I believe so. 


One “senior IRS Cincinnati employee” 
explained that they were told to target 
conservatives and Republicans: 


Q: But you specifically recall that the 


BOLO [Be on the look-out] terms in- 
cluded “Tea Party?” 
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A: Yes, I do. 

Q: And it was your understanding 
— was it your understanding that the 
purpose of the BOLO was to identify 
Tea Party groups? 

A: That is correct. 

Q: Was it your understanding that 
the purpose of the BOLO was to 
identify conservative groups? 

A: Yes, it was. 

Q: Was it your understanding that 
the purpose of the BOLO was to 
identify Republican groups? 

A: Yes, it was. 


And the investigation revealed that some 
agents were told by supervisors to report 
audits directly to Washington: 


Q: Okay. So she asked you to send 
particular parts of these applications. 

A: Mm-hmm. 

Q: And that was unusual. Did you 
say that? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And she indicated that Wash- 
ington had requested these specific 
parts of these specific applications; 
is that right? 

A: Correct. 


This IRS scandal has put other attacks on 
conservatives during the Obama adminis- 
tration in a new light, such as: 

¢ Gibson Guitar inventory was seized in 
2009 under legally dubious grounds, but 
Gibson’s competitors (which were donors 
to Democrats) were not troubled even 
though they used the same Indian wood 
that was allegedly labeled contraband. 


¢ The EPA blatantly discriminated in 
fee waivers against conservative organiza- 
tions, such as the Competitive Enterprise 
Institute. 

¢ Former Libertarian Party candidate 
for vice president of the United States 
Wayne Allyn Root reported on The 
Blaze May 31, “After I won a victory in 
tax court in the summer of 2012, I was 
audited again 5 days later. FIVE DAYS. 
Tax experts have never heard of this hap- 
pening — EVER.” Root notes that the 
IRS found no irregularities in any of his 
audits, and that he didn’t have to pay any 
additional tax. 

¢ Catherine Engelbrecht’s “True the 
Vote” organization has encountered the 
wrath of multiple federal agencies, in- 
cluding the IRS, FBI, OSHA, ATF, and 
EPA. In a telling interview on Fox News’ 
Huckabee show, Engelbrecht explained 
she has had 17 requests for information 
from these various federal agencies, 
wasted thousands of man-hours and cop- 
ied thousands of pages for her little non- 
profit organization dedicated to eliminat- 
ing voter fraud. 

If the above anecdotes prove to be pat- 
terns, then the Obama White House will 
have engaged in political abuse not even 
seen during the Nixon era. Congressional 
investigators have not yet tied the use of 
the IRS as a tool of persecution directly to 
President Obama, but in the end, that may 
not be necessary. If a pattern of abuse is es- 
tablished, Obama’s passive acceptance of 
it should be enough to sink his administra- 
tion. Of course, for this to actually happen, 
the pattern of abuse would need to become 
well known. @ 


Trying to stop it: 
California Congressman 
Darrell Issa has led 

the congressional 
investigation of the IRS 
targeting of conservative 


organizations, and found 
that the trail leads to 
Washington. 
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Is Watching the Watchdogs 


Though most media have almost disregarded out of hand the government's daily 
violations of the Fourth Amendment, they don’t like it when journalists are spied upon. 


by Jack Kenny 


he role of a free press, it is often 

said, is to act as a watchdog over 

public officials and to sound the 
alarm over abuses of power. The recent 
news that government officials seized rec- 
ords of two months of phone calls from 
Associated Press lines raises serious ques- 
tions about who is watching whom in a 
legal house of mirrors. 

In what the news service’s top execu- 
tive called a “massive and unprecedented 
intrusion” into news-gathering activities, 
the AP learned on May 10 that Justice 
Department officials had seized the phone 
records of both office and personal phone 
numbers of individual reporters, and of 
general AP office numbers in New York; 
Washington; and Hartford, Conn.; in addi- 
tion to the main number for the AP in the 
House of Representatives press gallery. 
Records for more than 20 different phone 
lines assigned to the AP and its journalists 
were seized for the months of April and 
May 2012. More than 100 journalists work 
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in the offices where the phone lines were 
targeted, the news agency said. 

In a letter of protest sent to Attorney 
General Eric Holder, AP President and 
Chief Executive Officer Gary Pruitt de- 
manded the return of the phone records 
and the destruction of all copies. 

“There can be no possible justification 
for such an overbroad collection of the 
telephone communications of The Associ- 
ated Press and its reporters,” Pruitt wrote. 
“These records potentially reveal commu- 
nications with confidential sources across 
all of the newsgathering activities under- 
taken by the AP during a two-month peri- 
od, provide a road map to AP’s newsgath- 
ering operations and disclose information 
about AP’s activities and operations that 
the government has no conceivable right 
to know.” 

Only days later Pruitt said there had 
already been evidence of the intimidating 
effect that news of the government inspec- 
tion of AP’s phone records was having on 
news sources. 

“Officials that would normally talk to us 


and people we talk to in the normal course 
of newsgathering are already saying to 
us that they’re a little reluctant to talk to 
us,” Pruitt said on CBS’s Face the Nation. 
“They fear that they will be monitored by 
the government.” 


The Associated Press learned about the ac- 
tion after the fact by a letter to the news 
agency from Ronald Machen, the U.S. 
attorney in Washington, D.C. The call 
records were obtained through Justice 
Department subpoenas, though it was not 
clear if a judge or grand jury authorized 
the subpoenas, the AP reported. The letter 
did not say why the search was made, but 
government officials had previously said 
publicly that the U.S. attorney in Washing- 
ton was conducting a criminal investiga- 
tion into who may have provided informa- 
tion for a May 7, 2012, AP story about a 
foiled terrorist plot to detonate a bomb on 
an airplane bound for the United States. 
Five reporters and an editor who worked 
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on that story were among those whose 
phone records were seized, the AP said. 

John Brennan, then the president’s 
counterterrorism advisor and currently 
head of the CIA, said in written testimony 
to the Senate that an “irresponsible and 
damaging leak of classified information 
was made ... when someone informed The 
Associated Press that the U.S. government 
had intercepted an IED (improvised explo- 
sive device) that was supposed to be used 
in an attack and that the U.S. government 
currently had that IED in its possession 
and was analyzing it.” 

Yet the secrecy of the undercover op- 
eration may have been compromised most 
critically by Brennan himself, according 
to a Reuters news account of a private 
teleconference the president’s advisor 
held with former counterterrorism offi- 
cials who are frequent commentators on 
TV new shows. According to “five people 
familiar with the call,’ Reuters reported, 
Brennan stressed that plot was never a 
threat to the United States or to air safety 
because Washington had “inside control” 
over it. 

Richard Clarke, a counterterrorism offi- 
cial in the Clinton administration, said on 
ABC’s Nightline: “The U.S. government 
is saying it [the plot] never came close be- 
cause they had insider information, insider 
control, which implies that they had some- 
body on the inside who wasn’t going to let 
it happen.” That “somebody on the inside” 
may have been a CIA agent posing as one 
of the plotters, a group known as the al- 
Qaeda of the Arabian Peninsula. Reuters 
reported, based on its own counterterror- 
ism sources, that the British domestic and 
foreign intelligence services MI-5 and 
MI-6 were working with the CIA in pen- 
etrating the al-Qaeda group and foiling the 
plot. What was supposed to be a continu- 
ing covert operation had to shut down be- 
cause of the leaks, officials said. 

Yet the original AP story said nothing 
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m about an undercover infor- 
mant or the “control” of the 
operation from inside the 

ranks of the terrorists, say- 
ing only that the fate of the 
would-be suicide bomber 
was unknown. AP said it held 
back on publishing the story 
at the request of government 
officials who said it might 
put the agents involved in danger. Once 
officials said that danger was passed, AP 
published the story, despite a request from 
the Obama administration to withhold 
publication until the administration could 
make an official announcement. 

There remain a number of unanswered 
questions about the government’s re- 
sponse to the AP story. How were the U.S. 
and British agents able to apprehend or 
otherwise stop the alleged bomber carry- 
ing out the plot without giving themselves 
away as double agents? What did the May 
7 news story reveal that the administration 
would not itself have said in its planned 
official announcement? And was the AP’s 
offense revealing state secrets, or spoiling 
a planned press conference? 


Hand holder: Last June, 31 Republican senators asked Obama’s attorney general to appoint a 


SURVEILLANCE 


Pruitt’s contention that the secret taking 
of the phone records was “overbroad” rais- 
es a constitutional issue that has at least as 
much to do with the Fourth Amendment 
ban on “unreasonable searches and sei- 
zures” as with the First Amendment guar- 
antee of the freedom of the press. A lawful 
search is supposed to be supported by a 
warrant “particularly describing the place 
to be searched and the person or things to 
be seized.” Obtaining all the phone records 
from four news outlets and 20 phones for 
a two-month period sounds more like the 
type of fishing expedition commonly car- 
ried out under King George’s Writs of As- 
sistance — the type of search the Fourth 
Amendment was written to prevent. 

News of the search brought expected 
condemnations from various news orga- 
nizations. The seizure of phone records 
is “a disturbing affront to a free press,” 
said Arnie Robbins, executive editor of 
the American Society of News Editors. 
“It’s also troubling because it is consistent 
with perhaps the most aggressive admin- 
istration ever against reporters doing their 
jobs — providing information that citizens 
need to know about our government.” The 
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special prosecutor to investigate government leaks of intelligence because Holder couldn’t be 
trusted to investigate, as the administration was thought to be the source of the leaks. 
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Newspaper Association of America issued 
a statement saying the Justice Department 
actions “shock the American conscience 
and violate the critical freedom of the 
press protected by the U.S. Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights.” 


A few days after the AP learned of the sei- 
zure of its phone records, the Washington 
Post reported the FBI had been reading 
the e-mails and tracking the movements 
of Fox News chief Washington corre- 
spondent James Rosen in connection 
with a criminal investigation into a 2009 
news leak. Rosen had reported that intel- 
ligence officials expected North Korea to 
respond to a UN security council resolu- 
tion condemning its nuclear and ballistic 
missile testing by launching another mis- 
sile. The government has indicted the al- 
leged source of the leak, government ad- 
visor Stephen Jin Woo Kim, for revealing 
classified national defense information, 
but has not charged Rosen with a crime. 
The FBI, however, in seeking a warrant to 
search Rosen’s e-mail account, described 
the reporter as “at the very least, either as 
an aider, abettor and/or co-conspirator.” 
Here again, it’s not clear what secrets 
Rosen’s story violated. Certainly it was 
no surprise to North Korea that they were 
planning to conduct a missile test. “In 
Rosen’s case,” wrote Fred Kaplan in Slate, 
“the alarm bells went off not because he re- 
ported that North Korea was about to con- 
duct a nuclear-weapons test but because he 
reported that the CIA learned of this fact 
from a source inside North Korea.” That 
couldn’t have been much of a surprise, 
either. How else would the CIA have ob- 
tained that information? It’s not the kind 
of news that agents would likely stumble 
across in a press release from Pyongyang. 
The government has often investigated 
reporters in an effort to identify the source 
of news leaks, but allegations of criminal 
conduct have in the past been limited to 
charges against the leaker rather than the 
journalist reporting the story. The FBI hard- 
ly bolstered its charge against Rosen by ac- 
cusing the reporter of “employing flattery 
and playing to Mr. Kim’s vanity and ego.” 
That’s standard practice for a journalist 
trying to elicit information from a potential 
source. Michael Clemente, executive vice 
president of Fox News, called it “downright 
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Look in the mirror: John Brennan, then the president’s counterterrorism advisor and currently 
head of the CIA, claimed a “leak” allowed the AP to divulge U.S. secrets, but he was guilty of 


telling TV commentators about the secret. 


chilling” that Rosen “was named a crimi- 
nal co-conspirator for simply doing his job 
as a reporter.’ Bruce Brown, the executive 
director of the Reporters Committee for 
Freedom of the Press, said treating “routine 
news-gathering efforts as evidence of crim- 
inality is extremely troubling and corrodes 
time-honored understandings between the 
public and the government about the role 
of the free press.” 

Ironically, it was only a year ago that the 
Obama administration itself was accused 
of leaking classified national security in- 
formation in order to enhance the presi- 
dent’s election-year stature in prosecuting 
the war against terrorism. Last June, 31 
Republican senators, led by Obama’s 2008 
opponent John McCain, signed a letter 
calling on Attorney General Eric Holder 
to appoint a special prosecutor to investi- 
gate the leaks. “This administration cannot 
be trusted to investigate itself?’ Texas Sen. 
John Cornyn said at a news conference. 

In August a group of former military 
and intelligence personnel, called the Spe- 
cial Operations OPSEC (for Operation Se- 
crecy) Education Team, released a video 
accusing the president of leaking security 
secrets for the purpose of “politically capi- 
talizing on U.S. national security opera- 
tions and secrets.” The group claimed the 
administration turned the May 1, 2011 raid 
that killed Osama bin Laden into a “na- 


tional security disaster” by releasing infor- 
mation that enabled Pakistani officials to 
find the doctor that helped U.S. troops, by 
briefing Hollywood filmmakers about the 
raid, and by using the raid as the subject of 
a campaign ad. The Obama campaign de- 
nied the charges and accused the OPSEC 
team of “swiftboating” the president, a 
reference to another group — Swiftboat 
Veterans of America — that attacked the 
military record of John Kerry when the 
Massachusetts Senator was the Demo- 
cratic nominee for president in 2004. 


Yet the current administration might be 
the most aggressive ever in efforts to stop 
news leaks and silence whistleblowers. It 
has prosecuted six cases under the 1917 
Espionage Act, twice as many as all pre- 
vious administrations combined. Enacted 
just two months after the United States 
entered World War I, the Espionage Act 
made it a crime to turn over classified in- 
formation to someone not authorized to 
receive it or to assist in that transaction. A 
year later Congress met President Wood- 
row Wilson’s request for censorship power 
by passing the Sedition Act, criminalizing, 
among other things, “abusive language” 
about the government. 

Socialist newspapers were barred from 
the U.S. mails. A filmmaker went to prison 
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Not private business anymore: When it was revealed that the Justice Department secretly obtained two months of the AP’s phone record in 2012 


to locate a government leak, the top executive at AP called it a “massive and unprecedented intrusion.” 


for making a movie about the Revolution- 
ary War that was deemed to be offensive to 
our British allies. The Wilson administra- 
tion even prosecuted a minister for claim- 
ing Jesus was a pacifist. Libraries banned 
German-language books, and German 
language newspapers were forced out of 
business. Eugene Debs received nearly a 
million votes as the Socialist Party can- 
didate for president in 1920, while sitting 
in a federal prison in Atlanta for a speech 
he had made opposing the war. Charles 
Schenk went to prison for helping to print 
leaflets urging young men to resist the 
draft, and newspaperman Jacob Frohwerk 
was behind bars for accusing the govern- 
ment of committing murder for sending 
American troops to France. 

Like the Alien and Sedition Acts of 
1798, the 1918 version was written to 


shield the incumbent administration from 
criticism and was scheduled to expire in 
the year following the next election. A 
Republican Congress under President 
Warren Harding allowed the Sedition Act 
to expire in 1921, but the Espionage Act 
is still on the books. It was invoked by 
the Nixon administration in 1971 in an 
effort to prevent the New York Times from 
publishing documents about the Vietnam 
War that came to be known as the Penta- 
gon Papers. 

The United States was still fighting 
in Vietnam at the time, but the memos, 
classified “Top Secret,” that the Times re- 
ceived from an anonymous source (later 
revealed to be former Defense Depart- 
ment analyst Daniel Ellsburg) did not 
involve current troop locations or battle 
plans. What they did reveal was a history 

of behind-the-scenes deci- 
™ sions to send thousands of 
American foot soldiers and 


a hundreds of pilots into com- 


bat under the guise of advi- 
sors to the South Vietnamese 
Army, plans for escalating 
the war, and the fact that 
neither the Johnson nor the 
Nixon administration had 
any plan or hope of winning 
the war, despite all public 
statements to the contrary. 


The Times began publishing the memos in 
serial form, on June 13, 1971. A second 
installment followed the next day. On the 
evening of June 14, publisher Arthur Ochs 
Sulzberger received a telegram from At- 
torney General John Mitchell advising the 
publisher of the top-secret classification of 
the material. 

“As such, publication of this informa- 
tion is directly prohibited by the provi- 
sions of the Espionage Law, title 18, 
United State Code, Section 793,” Mitchell 
said in requesting that the Times stop pub- 
lishing the documents. The section cited 
by the attorney general states that not only 
the transmitter of the classified document, 
but anyone who “willfully retains the same 
and fails to deliver it to the officer or em- 
ployee of the United States entitled to re- 
ceive it ... shall be fined not more than 
$10,000 or imprisoned not more than ten 
years, or both.” 

The Times responded with a statement 
saying it would “respectfully decline” the 
attorney general’s request and continue 
publishing the series. A third installment 
appeared the next day. The Justice Depart- 
ment responded with a motion in the U.S. 
District Court for the Southern District of 
New York for a temporary restraining order 
and injunction against further publication. 
The court granted the restraining order and 
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a preliminary injunction, pending further 
review. The Times complied with the order. 

In arguing the case in District Court, at- 
torney Alexander Bickel, representing the 
Times, noted that none of the documents 
in the newspaper’s possession was less 
than three years old and said there was no 
danger that their publication would result 
in a foreign government breaking a U.S. 
military code. “It is common knowledge 
that the security of codes is insured by 
their being changed with extreme rapidity 
in very short order,” he said. To the gov- 
ernment’s argument that the publication 
violated the confidentiality of diplomatic 
exchanges and could further damage ne- 
gotiations over the Vietnam War and other 
matters, Bickel argued there is no consti- 
tutional authority to prevent publication of 
information on the grounds that “the gov- 
ernment may be discomfited” and “may be 
put in an unfavorable light with a foreign 
government as a result of internal politi- 
cal discussion.” That, he said, would be “a 
flagrant violation of the First Amendment, 
in our view.” 

Judge Murray Gurfein left the case in 
limbo, refusing the government’s request 
for a permanent injunction, but also de- 
clining to lift the temporary restraining 
order on the Times. Meanwhile the Wash- 
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ington Post began publishing sections of 
the same documents the Times had been 
publishing and soon found itself under a 
restraining order from the Court of Ap- 
peals for the D.C. Circuit. Soon other 
newspapers around the country were 
publishing excerpts from the documents, 
while the Times and the Post were appeal- 
ing their cases to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
The court consolidated the two appeals in 
New York Times v. United States. 


Because of the urgency of the matter, the 
court met in a rare Saturday session to 
hear the oral arguments. Solicitor Gen- 
eral Erwin Griswold said publication 
of the documents posed an immediate, 
grave danger to the security of the Unit- 
ed States and further claimed it involved 
“the question of the integrity of the in- 
stitution of the Presidency, whether that 
institution, one of the three great powers 
under the separation of powers, can func- 
tion effectively.” 

Attorney William Glendon, represent- 
ing the Washington Post, noted that on 
some occasions the executive branch tries 
to defend the integrity of its classified 
information by preventing its disclosure. 
“On other occasions,” Glendon said, “the 
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Black and white: The U.S. government tried to stop newspapers from publishing the Pentagon 
Papers, government reports on the Vietnam War, arguing it was equal to espionage if they revealed 
foreign policy information that was harmful to U.S. interests. The Supreme Court said no. 
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Government itself engages in leaks, be- 
cause some official will feel that in the 
public interest it is well for the public to 
know, and that overrides any particular 
judgment of security or classification.” 

The following Wednesday, June 30, 
1971, the court announced its decision. By 
a vote of 6-3, the justices denied the gov- 
ernment’s request for a permanent injunc- 
tion and lifted the restraining orders on both 
newspapers. Chief Justice Warren Burger, 
along with Justices John Harlan and Harry 
Blackmun, dissented, deferring to the au- 
thority of the president to prevent the dis- 
closure of confidential material affecting 
foreign policy. Justices Potter Stewart, 
William Brennan, and Byron White found 
nothing in the documents that posed a threat 
to the nation’s security or its armed forces. 
Justices Hugo Black, William Douglas, 
and Thurgood Marshall held that the First 
Amendment trumped the government’s se- 
curity claims. Wrote Black: 


Paramount among the responsi- 
bilities of a free press is the duty to 
prevent any part of the government 
from deceiving the people and send- 
ing them off to foreign lands to die 
of foreign fever and foreign shot and 
shell.... The New York Times, the 
Washington Post, and other newspa- 
pers should be commended for serv- 
ing the purpose that the founding 
Fathers saw so clearly. In revealing 
the workings of government that led 
to the Vietnam War, the newspapers 
nobly did what the founders hoped 
and trusted they would do. 


But the intention of the Founders appears 
less important to those in power than the 
ability to control the flow of information 
that reaches the American people. “From 
a civil-liberties perspective, Obama has 
carried forward nearly every one of the 
war-on-terror powers that led liberals to 
denounce George W. Bush as a goose- 
stepping fascist, and in fact has made 
many of them worse,” wrote A. Barton 
Hinkle on reason.com. Recalling that 
Obama once taught courses in constitu- 
tional law, Hinkle added: “When he retires 
from public life, perhaps he will return to 
teaching the Constitution. That should be 
much easier work — given how little of it 
there will be left.” 
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On March 6, Senator 
Rand Paul (R-Ky.) held 
an epic almost-13- 
hour filibuster of the 
nomination of John 
Brennan. 


Rand Paul Remarks 


In an interview with THE New American, Rand Paul provides some insight into his 
positions on both foreign and domestic issues. 


by Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


6 | f you give up your rights now, 


don’t expect to get them back.” 

That was the warning issued on 
March 6 by Senator Rand Paul (R-Ky.) 
during his epic almost-13-hour filibuster 
of the nomination of John Brennan as head 
of the CIA. 

When asked during his marathon 
monologue how long he planned to carry 
on, Paul responded with an inspiring 
pledge to 


speak as long as it takes, until the 
alarm is sounded from coast to coast 
that our Constitution is important, 
that your rights to trial by jury are 
precious, that no American should 
be killed by a drone on American 
soil without first being charged with 
a crime, without first being found to 
be guilty by a court. 


His aggressive, unapologetic counterat- 


tack against Democrats and those within 
his own party who seem willing to sac- 
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rifice guaranteed liberty for theoretical 
safety has forced Senator Paul many times 
to stand alone in the quest to keep America 
from promoting and perpetuating foreign 
conflicts around the world. 

Whether it is foreign policy or domes- 
tic policy, Paul wants to walk a constitu- 
tional path. In fact, from the president’s 
use of drones to subtract names from his 
infamous kill list to the National Security 
Agency’s (NSA) tapping of phones and 
the Internet without probable cause as re- 
quired by the Fourth Amendment, Senator 
Paul has been the vanguard of the war on 
the war on terror. 

Although the interview reported in this 
article occurred before the revelations re- 
garding the NSA’s wholesale surveillance 
of millions of American phone records, 
just before press time, on June 9, Sena- 
tor Paul appeared on Fox News Sunday 
and proposed filing a class action lawsuit 
challenging the Obama administration’s 
unconstitutional surveillance programs. 

“I’m going to be seeing if I can chal- 
lenge this at the Supreme Court level,” 
Paul said, according to a rush transcript 


posted by the Washington Post. “I’m going 
to be asking all the Internet providers and 
all of the phone companies, ask your cus- 
tomers to join me in a class action lawsuit. 
If we get 10 million Americans saying 
we don’t want our phone records looked 
at, then somebody will wake up and say 
things will change in Washington.” 

Some of the senator’s other attempts to 
force the federal government back inside 
its constitutional cage include his Fourth 
Amendment Restoration Act, which aims 
to guarantee that the constitutional pro- 
tections of the Fourth Amendment are 
not violated by any government entity; 
the Separation of Powers and Second 
Amendment Restoration Act; and the 
Preserving Freedom from Unwarranted 
Surveillance Act. At press time, none of 
these bills have more than two cospon- 
sors. Lone wolf libertarianism is some- 
thing that runs in the family. 

Paul, the son of libertarian icon Ron 
Paul, shares with his father a unique blend 
of non-partisan constitutionalism with the 
fearless facing off with the leadership of 
the GOP. Rightfully so, Senator Paul is ad- 
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amant about reaffirming his independence 
of thought and distinguishing himself 
from his father. In fairness, they do have 
many differences, but they have many very 
admirable traits in common, as well. 

Very soon, Senator Paul is likely to be 
able to check one more box in the list of 
accomplishments he shares with his fa- 
ther — that of candidate for president. 
Although he has not formally announced 
his intention to run for president, visits to 
Towa and New Hampshire combined with 
his own refusal to deny a 2016 run for the 
White House have made many accept his 
presidential plans as a near certainty. 

One thing Senator Paul does not have 
in common with other presidential candi- 
dates — even the self-described “conser- 
vatives” — is his frankness. While he pos- 
sesses an undeniable political savvy that 
some say will serve him well in the con- 
struction of a winning coalition in 2016, 
one does not get the sense in talking to 
Senator Paul that he’s performing presi- 
dential verbal gymnastics that so many 
others have perfected. 

In a wide-ranging telephone inter- 
view with constitutional attorney Joe 
Wolverton of THE NEW AMERICAN held 
on May 21, Senator Paul demonstrated 
this forthright demeanor, speaking plain- 
ly and purposefully on issues affecting 
his own future and the future of freedom 
in this Republic. 


THE NEW AMERICAN: Just 10 days after 
making an appearance in Iowa, you spoke 
to a sold-out Republican event in New 
Hampshire. This seems like a softening 
of the beach for a 2016 campaign to win 
the White House. Do you think you can 
do more for the cause of liberty by being 
president than by being a senator? 

For about 100 years 
now, power has been moving toward the 
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m executive branch. That trend is 
mostly bad, but a different kind 
of president could use executive 
orders to undo some of the bad 
that’s been done. 


TNA: That sounds like a very ac- 
tive executive. 

A more active ex- 
ecutive, staying within constitu- 
tional bounds, could push back 
against Congress and work to save 
money and restore fiscal restraints. Calvin 
Coolidge, for example, was known to look 
at every line item in a budget bill before he 
decided whether to sign or veto it. That’s a 
good example of an active executive and a 
good pattern for a president to follow. 


TNA: Speaking of the president, the cur- 
rent occupant of the White House has pre- 
sided over one scandal after another, each 
more constitutionally offensive than the 
last: Benghazi, the IRS, Associated Press 
wiretaps, etc. Do you think more scandals 
will come, and will they rise to the level 
impeachment? 


This administration is the 
Old MacDonald’s Farm of scandals: Here 
a scandal, there a scandal, everywhere a 
scandal. Before we talk about impeach- 
ment, there are many people who need 
to be held accountable. Has anyone been 
fired at the State Department? No. The 
people responsible still have their jobs. 
And with the IRS scandal, the power to 
audit has become a political weapon. No- 
body wants a government where the taxing 
authority is used politically. 


TNA: What about the call to impeach the 
president? 

We have to take it one step 
at a time and look at all the steps and proc- 
ess who is responsible and hold them ac- 
countable. 


TNA: At the Republican Party event in 
Concord, New Hampshire, on May 20, you 
said that the “main thing” for the Republi- 
can Party to focus on is growing the party. 
How do you do that without sacrificing key 
principles of small government? 

People have to know that 


On January 5, 2011, Rand Paul was sworn in along with his father, former Congressman Ron 
Paul, the first time that someone served in the Senate at the same time his parent served in the 
House of Representatives. 
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During a Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing on May 21, Senator Paul warned his 
colleagues that by voting to send arms to Syrian rebels, they were voting to fund known agents of 
the al-Qaeda network. The bill to arm the Syrian opposition passed the committee 15-3. 


you like and care about them. If you show 
up in their venues — Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce and historically black colleges, 
for example — those groups will appreci- 
ate it. You have to show up and you have to 
show that you care. Then you can ask for 
their vote. The working class and seniors 
should know that they have a place in the 
Republican Party. 


TNA: You criticized the so-called Gang 
of Eight’s immigration bill for not being 
strong enough to garner the support of 
conservatives. How would a Rand Paul 
immigration bill improve on the one of- 
fered by Marco Rubio and the rest of his 
group? 

First, I believe we have 
to do something. Our work visa program 
does not work; we need to improve it. We 
never got the border security we were 
promised in the 1980s [as called for in the 
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 
1986, passed during the Reagan adminis- 
tration], and the Rubio bill won’t deliver 
that either. Rubio’s bill calls for a plan 
and a commission to consider border se- 
curity. That isn’t doing enough to secure 
the border. My amendment will call for a 
“trust but verify” situation. It will require 
Congress to vote every year on whether 
the border is being adequately secured. If 
Congress votes that the border is not se- 
cure, then we’ll stop any future immigra- 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


tion reform and the visa program will be 
slowed down. My amendment would call 
for a more secure border and will prevent 
implementation of any national ID card 
program. 


TNA: Your colleagues in the Senate re- 
cently voted to send money and military 
materiel to the Syrian opposition forces 
jighting against the government of Bashar 
al-Assad. Given that the rebel forces are 
led by known agents of al-Qaeda and that 
the National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) allows for the indefinite detention 
of anyone — including American citizens 
— who “substantially supported al-Qae- 
da, the Taliban, or associated forces,” why 
have these lawmakers not been detained? 

You think we should indefi- 
nitely detain the entire Senate? 


TNA: Yes, at least every one of them that 
voted to arm al-Qaeda in Syria. The law 
must apply to Congress as well as to the 
citizens they represent. 

I tried to make the point 
that there is a remarkable irony in the fact 
that [in] the original Authorization for 
Military Force (AUMF) in 2001, Congress 
authorized the military to go after al-Qae- 
da; now they have voted to arm them. We 
already have trouble with a similar pro- 
gram in Afghanistan. Enemies of America 
will lie and then shoot Americans in the 


back. In Syria, the rebels will do the same 
thing. They will say, “I love America” so 
that they will get a weapon. They will 
then use those weapons against the very 
people [the United States] who gave them 
to them. The irony is that the U.S. is now 
on the same side as al-Qaeda. We should 
remember that we were responsible for 
arming radical Islamists in the 1980s. 


TNA: You’ve been called a libertarian, a 
conservative, a Tea Party Republican, a 
Republican liberal, and even a closet neo- 
conservative. Which of these labels would 
you use to describe yourself? 

I don’t really like to be la- 
beled but if I had to use one to describe 
myself I would call me a constitutional 
conservative. 


TNA: With that in mind, let me ask you 
about something very important to many 
who would describe themselves with that 
same label. As the federal government 
continues to consolidate all power into 
Washington, D.C., and infringe upon our 
most basic liberties and the Constitution 
that protects them, states are beginning 
to pass laws that prevent the enforcement 
of unconstitutional federal acts within the 
states’ sovereign borders. This response 
to federal overreach is called nullifica- 
tion. What do you think of the nullification 
movement? 

I don’t like the word nul- 
lification because of some of the histori- 
cal connotation with relation to slavery. 
There was, though, a Wisconsin law that 
nullified the federal Fugitive Slave Act of 
1850 where runaway slaves were not sent 
back to the South, so the history is not 
all bad. I am a big believer in the Ninth 
and 10th Amendments, though. I firmly 
believe that those rights not specifically 
granted to the federal government in the 
Constitution are left to the states and to 
the people. I am also in favor of an expan- 
sive role for the states in the protection 
of liberty. 


TNA: Last question, Senator. Would you 
like to announce right now that you will 
seek the Republican Party’s nomination 
for president in 2016? 

Not right now. I will con- 
tinue considering it, but I will not make a 
decision until sometime in 2014. 
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Tornado Relief 

The tornado that tore through Moore, 
Oklahoma, in late May left devastation 
in its wake, with 13,000 homes destroyed 
and 24 lives claimed. But it has also pro- 
vided an opportunity to show the goodness 
of America. 

In some cases, the generosity came in 
the form of financial contributions. Coun- 
try music star Carrie Underwood donated 
$1 million from her current tour to the 
American Red Cross. “I have watched the 
devastation in my home state of Oklahoma 
over the past several days with great sad- 
ness,” Underwood said. “With the help of 
my fans who attended my concerts over the 
past year, we can offer the Red Cross a little 
extra help in comforting those affected.” 

Crossings Community Church, a prom- 
inent Oklahoma City church, committed 
$1.2 million toward tornado relief efforts. 

NewsOk reported: “The Rev. Marty 
Grubbs, senior pastor of Crossings Com- 
munity Church, 14600 N Portland, said 
an anonymous donor presented the church 
with a significant donation for tornado re- 
lief and the church added 20 percent of the 
amount of the donation to the overall fund.” 

Additionally, members at Crossings 
Community Church assembled 1,000 din- 
ners for relief workers, while others have 
helped with debris removal. 

“One thing that’s wonderful is that there 
are a lot of people in the Body of Christ 
that are doing what they say they believe. 
They are demonstrating it?’ Grubbs was 
quoted saying. “I’m proud of our church, 
but I’m proud of all of the churches. 
Typically, we are known for what we are 
against but this is a clear demonstration of 
what we are for. We are for people who are 
hurting because Jesus is too.” 

NBC Sports reported that Indianapolis 
Colts owner Jim Irsay generously offered 
to contribute $25,000 in matching donations 
to the tornado relief efforts in Oklahoma, 
while Houston Texans owner Bob McNair 
has pledged $100,000 to the effort as well. 
“We were very concerned about what’s 
happened up there,’ McNair said, via the 
Houston Chronicle. “It’s total devastation. 
The group that we’ve dedicated these funds 
to, they go in and they have mobile kitchens; 
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they go in and provide meals, water, bed- 
ding and all kinds of everyday kind of sup- 
port that you need.” McNair added: ““We just 
wanted to reach out to them and let them 
know that we’re concerned about them.” 

The Houston Astros held a silent auction 
to raise funds for the relief efforts on May 
28, where the wives of Astros players sold 
Mystery Grab Bags that contained auto- 
graphed balls. “Our hearts and prayers go 
out to those affected by the tornado,” said 
Astros President of Business Operations 
Reid Ryan in a team statement. One hun- 
dred percent of the proceeds raised went to 
the American Red Cross relief efforts. 

And athletes have found other ways 
to help besides monetary contributions. 
Cleveland Browns quarterback Brandon 
Weeden and Denver Broncos wide receiver 
Wes Welker traveled to Moore, Oklahoma, 
to help clear debris, reported NFL.com. 
And Oklahoma State coach Travis Ford 
blended a Memorial Day tradition with re- 
lief efforts by grilling food for the tornado 
victims and the relief workers. 

“T wanted to do something physical, get 
out here and get your hands dirty a little 
bit,’ he told local TV station KOCO. “T 
told my staff, I came up with the idea, said, 
‘Hey, let’s find a grill, pull it to Moore. 
Let’s go buy up every hotdog, hamburger 
in Stillwater.’... Everybody’s been so ap- 
preciative and everybody’s been so help- 
ful. It’s unbelievable.” 

From 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Ford grilled 
seemingly endless amounts of hamburgers 
and hot dogs for the relief workers and tor- 
nado victims. He borrowed a trailer cooker 
from his church and bought the meat. 

Meanwhile, Walmart donated ketchup 
and mustard. 

Ford cooked while other OSU staff 
members handed out OSU T-shirts. “It’s 
just amazing what good spirits people are 
in,” Ford said. “These people have lost ev- 
erything, and they’re in incredible spirits.” 

NationalChristian.com took a slightly 
different tack. It created an Oklahoma 
Tornado Relief Fund, which allows do- 
nors to provide physical and spiritual 
support to the communities impacted by 
the disaster. Two particular donors, Foster 
and Lynn Friess, have offered to match, 


dollar-for-dollar, the donations to that 
fund, up to $1 million. 

Adventist Community Services (ACS) 
operated a distribution center from the Hope 
Adventist Fellowship in Moore, whose 
building remained untouched by the storm. 

The Adventist Review reported that ad- 
ditional collection centers were operated 
at the Midwest City Adventist Church, 
Oklahoma City Central Spanish Adventist 
Church, Tulsa Adventist Fellowship, and 
Tulsa Adventist Academy. 

Likewise, ADRA (Adventist Develop- 
ment and Relief Agency) International has 
committed $50,000 to the relief efforts, 
and will work with ACS to assist with the 
disaster response. 

Nettleton Baptist Church collected 
items at Kevin Pierce Family Dentistry in 
Jonesboro, Arkansas, May 24 and also col- 
lected items at the local Walmart. People 
interested in making donations were in- 
formed that they could drop off items at 
Nettleton Baptist Church or bring their do- 
nations to the Walmart, reported KAIT8. 

NorthFulton.com reported that Georgia 
business owner Lauren W. McDonald III, 
owner and director of McDonald and Son 
Funeral Home and Dahlonega Funeral 
Home in Fulton County, did his part to 
help with relief efforts by collecting items 
to be donated to the victims. 

Amanda Jones-Holbrooks, family 
service counselor at Dahlonega Funeral 
Home, said about the effort, “McDonald is 
a volunteer firefighter as well, so he wants 
to start collecting and bring — actually 
hand deliver — everything out.” 

Hormel Foods Corp. donated three 
semi-trailer loads of products to assist 
with relief efforts in Oklahoma. The do- 
nation totaled 165,000 Hormel Compleats 
microwavable meals, which went to Feed- 
ing America food banks in Oklahoma City 
and its surrounding suburbs. “Our thoughts 
and prayers are with all who were affected 
by this devastating tornado,” said Julie H. 
Craven, vice president of corporate com- 
munications at Hormel Foods. 

Amazing stories of generosity continue 
to come out of Oklahoma that make it easy 
to say we are proud to be Americans. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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An American Family 
and the Civil War 


In the days immediately preceding the U.S. Civil War, strongly held personal beliefs 
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drove families apart as members took sides. When war began, suffering visited all. 


by John J. Dwyer 


T he Rev. Dr. George Junkin was 
among the first to arrive on the 
great and terrible field of carnage 
and destruction that was 1863 Gettysburg. 
Tens of thousands of America’s bravest 
sons had fallen the previous three days 
during events now consecrated in the na- 
tional memory — Cemetery Ridge, Little 
Round Top, Devil’s Den, the Peach Or- 
chard, and Pickett’s Charge. The turning 
point of Americans’ epic war with them- 
selves, history would call Gettysburg. 
Junkin possessed a closer connection to 
what some would cite as a more crucial 
event that occurred two months earlier. 

It had been a long time since he sat at the 
head of the table of one of the most inter- 
esting American families ever to gather for 
supper. While president of Washington Col- 


John J. Dwyer is author of The War Between the States: 


America’s Uncivil War, now in its third edition. 
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lege (now Washington and Lee University) 
in Lexington, Virginia, from 1848-1861, he 
could often look around the table and see 
his sons John, George Jr., Ebenezer, and 
William; his daughters Maggie, Ellie, and 
Julia; his brother David and that man’s son 
George G.; and his sons-in-law John Pres- 
ton (co-founder of Lexington’s Virginia 
Military Institute or VMI) and Tom Jack- 
son, as well as Preston’s son (and Maggie’s 
stepson) Willy. Junkin and his own children 
were Pennsylvania-born-and-raised. 
Junkin shined as a lionheart of spirit and 
learning, and was renowned nationally in 
educational and Presbyterian circles. He 
became a close friend, spiritual mentor, 
and surrogate father to Tom Jackson — 
an eccentric professor at VMI — even 
before romance blossomed between the 
orphaned young man and Junkin’s beauti- 
ful and winsome daughter Ellie. The two 
men shared a fervent adherence to the Re- 
formed theological doctrines of sovereign 
grace espoused by John Calvin, Jonathan 


Edwards, and others. These teachings em- 
phasized a high view of God, a keen sense 
of the depravity and need of humankind, 
the abiding necessity of the Lordship of 
Christ over every facet of a person’s life at 
all times, and a preeminent trust that “All 
[not just most, some, or good] things work 
together for good for those who love God, 
to those who are the called according to 
His purpose.” 

Of all the Christians great and small 
whom Junkin had known in his long and 
extensive service and leadership in Christ’s 
church and academia, he declared he had 
never known a more devout person than 
Tom Jackson. The younger man gave him 
what would prove perhaps the most pre- 
cious gift of his life, a gold-headed cane. 
The two delighted in marathon theologi- 
cal discussions, along with Junkin’s sons, 
some of whom anticipated serving in the 
ministry. “My dear son,” Junkin called Tom 
after the latter wed Ellie, with all the love 
an older man could have for a son, even as 
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Tom’s heart brimmed over with the love of 
an orphaned younger man for a father. 

One can almost hear Junkin nodding 
happily and declaring, “This is my be- 
loved son, in whom I am well pleased” 
when Tom told him and the family: 


I have so fixed the habit in my own 
mind, that I never raise a glass of 
water to my lips without a moment’s 
asking of God’s blessing. I never 
seal a letter without putting a word 
of prayer under the seal. I never take 
a letter from the post without a brief 
sending of my thoughts heavenward. 
I never change my classes in the sec- 
tion room without a minute’s petition 
on the cadets who go out and those 
who come in. 


As has been said, though, “The testimo- 
ny is always followed by the test.” After 
only a year of marriage, Jackson’s wife 
and Junkin’s daughter Ellie died with her 
baby in childbirth. It was the most devas- 
tating blow of Tom’s often-tragic life. For 
months, he prayed for God to take 
him, too. In an era of high infant 
mortality and modest life span, 
when hymns notably beckoned the 
singer toward the next world and 
not primarily a betterment of the 
present one, this and other griev- 
ous losses knit the extended Junkin 
family tighter together. 

Junkin’s minister brother David 
was very close to both Ellie and 
Tom. He wrote the latter a heart- 
felt letter of condolence, for which 
Jackson thanked his “Dear Uncle.” 
The bond between Junkin and 
Jackson deepened, as well as the 
younger man’s trust in his father- 
in-law, to whom he wrote: “TI can- 
not realize that Ellie is gone; that 
my wife will no more cheer the 
rugged and dark way of life.... But 
one upward glance of the eye of 
faith, gives a return that all is well, 
and that I can do all things through 
Christ that strengthens me.” 

So, especially, did Maggie and 
Tom’s relationship grow, appar- 
ently deepening to romantic love. 
A later-expunged article of Pres- 
byterian doctrine, however, prohib- 
ited the marriage of a man to his 
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deceased wife’s sister. In a rare devotion to 
God over extreme personal desire, they de- 
clined to pursue their feelings. Maggie took 
an extended European trip. Having rebuffed 
scores of suitors over a nearly two-decade 
period, she married Preston within weeks 
of Tom’s second wedding, in 1857. 

Junkin’s influence on Jackson in large 
ways and small endured through the years. 
In 1859, Tom wrote his second wife while 
she was away about the impact a Junkin 
sermon had made on him: “No affliction 
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous, nevertheless afterward, it yield- 
eth the peaceable fruits of righteousness to 
them who are exercised thereby.” 

Of all the Junkin children, Maggie, 
the eldest, shared the closest bond with 
her father. A tiny, scarlet-trussed spitfire, 
she grew more like him than any of her 
siblings. She shared her father’s brilliant 
mind, relentless thirst for learning, pas- 
sionate partisanship toward causes she be- 
lieved just, and single-minded devotion to 
God. Despite his awe-inspiring responsi- 
bilities, he spent as much time with her as 
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he could, from childhood to womanhood. 
He taught her Latin, the classics, and the- 
ology. She drank up his powerful sermons, 
calling them “what most I loved to hear/ 
the sweetness of a Father’s tone.” 

As the years passed, Junkin and Mag- 
gie loved and stood up for one another 
through countless personal, familial, and 
professional crises generated by his high 
public visibility, their hot-blooded tem- 
peraments, and the tumultuous times in 
which they lived. His investment in her 
life flowered into her own voice as a pub- 
lished poet, despite her many other duties 
and the hostility of society toward female 
scribes. 


Union vs. Secession 
As sectional discord escalated over slav- 
ery, the nature of federal government, 
secession, the tariff and economics, even 
religion and culture, Virginia sat precari- 
ously bounding North and South, and 
adjacent to the national capital in Wash- 
ington, D.C. Even after Abraham Lincoln 
won the multi-candidate 1860 election as 
president with only 39 per- 
cent of the popular vote — 
even after seven Deep South 
states seceded from the Union 
— the majority in Shenando- 
ah Valley Lexington remained 
staunchly Unionist, rejecting 
a chorus of secession calls 
from across the South. 

Junkin believed the Ameri- 
can Union of states to be a 
divine compact ordained by 
the Lord Himself, designed to 
help accomplish His purposes 
among the nations. “God Al- 
mighty can’t do without this 
United States government in 
His work of evangelizing the 
world, and he won’t let you 
break it up!” he thundered 
from a Lexington pulpit. 
Tearing it asunder, he warned, 
would bring forth the wrath of 
God. Decades later, Maggie’s 
stepdaughter still bristled 
with anger over Junkin’s ti- 
rades about the issue against 
her father, Preston, “in his 
own house.” 

He broadcast forth his views 
publicly and relentlessly: 
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UNION was always the master- 
thought in the minds of Ameri- 
can patriots.... UNION was 
the basis of all their actions.... 
Without UNION there could be 
no freedom, no national govern- 
ment, no independence.... There 
never existed a State sovereign- 
ty; the supreme power is in the 
States UNITED: no State ever 
declared itself an independent 
nation — none was ever rec- 
ognized by any power on earth 
as an independent sovereignty; 
the doctrine of State rights, or 
State sovereignty, outside of the 
limits of State constitutions and 
the lines of demarcation fixed in 
the United States Constitution, 
is necessarily subversive of the 
national government. 


Those around the table who dif- 
fered with Junkin’s views ab- 
stained from challenging him 
out of respect for his age and his 
exalted familial, academic, and 
ecclesiastical stations. However, 
many others addressed his argu- 
ments. That the individual states 
sovereignly existed prior to their 
Union stood prima facie to many; 
a majority of them had individually to rati- 
fy the Constitution before it took effect for 
any of them. Three of them — two in New 
England — declared in their written ratifi- 
cations that if ever the rights they granted 
to the Union were misused to their harm by 
the federal government or the other states, it 
was proper for the offended state to resume 
its right of self-governance and withdraw 
from that Union. 

Both Anti-Federalist Thomas Jefferson 
and Federalist James Madison made nu- 
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merous declarations regarding the authori- 
ty of the individual states to safeguard their 
interests, even against the national govern- 
ment. In the Treaty of Peace ending the 
American War of Independence, Britain 
addressed the individual “free, sovereign 
and independent States (and) treats with 
them as such.” Five times, combinations 
of New England states threatened to se- 
cede over issues, including the Louisiana 
Purchase, the War of 1812, and the state- 
hood of Texas. Even Lincoln had declared 
as a U.S. congressman: “Any 
people anywhere ... have the 
right to rise up and shake off 
the existing government and 
form a new one that suits 
them better.” 

So Junkin had his con- 
victions and so did his op- 
ponents. As so often with 
Americans, Christians, and 
the combination of the two, 
whoever had the most guns 
would be “right.” 
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newall” Jackson, to whom the Catholic Bishop 
of New Orleans referred during a post-war prayer: “O Lord, when 
Thou didst decide to defeat the Confederate States of America, 
Thou first had to remove Thy servant, Stonewall Jackson.” 


One topic that spawned less 
controversy around the fam- 
ily table was slavery. Numer- 
ous among the family, including 
Maggie and Preston and led by 
Junkin, favored deporting Afri- 
can-American slaves back to the 
continent of their origin. Presi- 
dent Lincoln shared this view. 
They believed it more humane 
for blacks and beneficial for 
whites. No one at the table had 
any more interest than the vast 
majority of Americans North or 
South in abolition and its imme- 
diate loosing of millions of ill- 
prepared blacks into American 
society and bankrupting untold 
numbers of slaveholders. 

“If the general government 
should persist in the measures 
now threatened, there must be 
war,” Tom, a deacon in his Pres- 
byterian church and decorated 
Mexican War veteran, said to his 
pastor. “They seem not to know 
what its horrors are. I have had an 
opportunity of knowing enough 
on the subject, to make me fear 
war as the sum of all evils.” 

He harbored different hopes, 
however: “But do you not think 
that all the Christian people of the land 
could be induced to unite in a concert of 
prayer, to avert so great an evil? It seems to 
me, that if they would unite thus in prayer, 
war might be prevented, and peace pre- 
served.” 

Correspondence and entreaties indeed 
flowed between Christians, including 
Jackson, and churches North and South. 
President James Buchanan of Pennsyl- 
vania, who did not support secession but 
recognized no constitutional sanction for 
preventing it, especially by a terrific con- 
test of arms, established January 4, 1861 
as a National Day of Fasting and Prayer. 

“T am looking forward with great inter- 
est to the 4th of January,” Tom said, “when 
the Christian people of this land will lift 
their united prayer as incense to the 
Throne of God in supplication for our un- 
happy country.” It was, however, a nation 
whose people had strode with boldness, 
courage, and ingenuity across a continent 
and more than two centuries with a Bible 
in one hand and a rifle in the other. 
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War Divides Family 

Saturday, April 13, was a big day in Lexing- 
ton. Shoppers, VMI cadets on liberty, and 
farmers with their produce filled the small 
Upper Shenandoah town. When Union- 
ist militia and cadets — some of the latter 
from seceded states — gave pro-Federal 
and pro-Confederate speeches, then jostled 
to raise their own flags, tempers flared. By 
the time most of the cadets returned to their 
dormitory, matters seemed to have calmed. 
Then one frantic youth returned late from 
town, shouting (incorrectly) that militia had 
killed some cadets. 

Nearly 200 cadets charged back down 
the hill into town with muskets and bayo- 
nets, dismissing orders to halt, and formed 
ranks on one end of Main Street. A large 
crowd of armed Unionists did the same 
at the other end of the street. As a mini- 
civil war prepared to break out between 
friends, family, and acquaintances, Tom 
appeared. Offering few words if any, his 
blazing countenance cowed the cadets into 
retreating back to campus. 

Fort Sumter fell the same day, but the 
Virginians did not even know it. They did 
by the time word reached Lexington three 
days later that Lincoln had called forth 
militia from every state remaining in the 
Union, including Virginia, to invade the se- 
ceding section and force its acquiescence. 
The temper of loyal Unionists throughout 
the Border States transformed into raging 
defiance. It was Virginia’s “second decla- 
ration of independence and she will make 
it good,” a Lexington newspaper roared. 
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Over at the town’s other campus, 
Washington College students raised a 
Confederate flag atop a wooden statue 
of George Washington, whose sacrifi- 
cial financial donation had saved the 
college. Junkin ordered them to bring 
it down, shouting, “So perish all efforts 
to dissolve this glorious Union,” and set 
fire to it. The students snatched it off the 
ground, stanched the fire, then cut it into 
pieces they placed in the buttonholes of 
their jackets. The next day, another flag 
appeared. This time, the students rejected 
Junkin’s angry orders to lower it. Some- 
one launched a chorus of “Dixie.” 

As the crowd mushroomed and the ten- 
sion mounted, Willy, only 16 years old but 
already a leader among the college cadets 
and one of the raisers of the flag, stepped 
forward. “Boys, Dr. Junkin is right,” he an- 
nounced, startling the throng. “Virginia is 
still in the Union and he (Lincoln) is still 
our President. We must wait a few days, 
and I’m going to take the flag down.” 

When he shinnied up to remove the ban- 
ner, some in the crowd hooted catcalls. 
Others slung bottles and bricks. Willy per- 
severed, took the flag down, then waved it 
and called for three cheers for the Confed- 
eracy, which resounded across the college 
grounds. When Virginia voted to leave 
the Union, yet another Confederate ban- 
ner rose. The Washington College faculty 
refused to demand this one be lowered. 
Junkin resigned. 

A scene of profound elegy followed as 
the 71-year-old Junkin loaded a few pos- 


sessions, widowed daughter Julia, and her 
daughter into a new rockaway, and drove 
north across the Potomac and out of Vir- 
ginia forever. Sons John and George, Jr. 
already lived in the North. “I am escaping 
from a set of lunatics!” he raged. “Lexing- 
ton is one vast mad-house. There is not a 
sane man there, nor woman.... (Tom) is the 
best and bravest man I ever knew, but he 
is as crazy as the rest.” Well knowing Tom 
Jackson’s determination of character, as 
well as what might lie ahead in an unprec- 
edented war among the American people, 
Junkin somberly told the younger man he 
would not survive the coming conflict. 

As soon as Junkin crossed the river, he 
climbed down, took his handkerchief, and 
wiped the dirt of the Old Dominion from 
his feet and carriage wheels. Junkin’s own 
words of himself memorably recounted 
the experience of leaving Virginia: “There 
he had made the sacred (burial), first, of 
one (his wife) who had sojourned by his 
side for almost thirty-five years; then of 
his second daughter ... then of a noble and 
beloved son-in-law; then of the lovely boy 
who soon followed his father to the grave.” 

“In Lexington,” his brother David 
wrote, “beautiful, picturesque, and health- 
ful — near to the ashes of his dead, and 
surrounded by so many surviving dear 
ones, he had hoped to spend the evening 
of his days.... It was a crushing trial, and 
a heavy sacrifice; and all the more so to a 
heart like his.” 

Left behind were all the Junkins who 
had married into Southern families and 
given their hearts to Virginia: Maggie 
with her husband Preston, along with three 
stepsons (including Willy), a stepdaugh- 
ter, and two children of their own; Pres- 
byterian minister Ebenezer; and William, 
also a Presbyterian minister, who would 
not only serve as a Confederate chaplain, 
but raise a company of Confederate in- 
fantry and serve as its captain. Also, Tom 
Jackson, soon commissioned a colonel in 
the Confederate army, under whom Willy 
would serve; and George G., an aide and 
scout for Jackson, and whose father David 
would serve as a Union chaplain. 

Jackson deplored the conflagration. He 
maintained that patriotic statesmanship 
could have averted it. Junkin deplored it 
too, and managed to get brother David sent 
through the lines to Harper’s Ferry the next 
month to urge his “dear son” and David’s 
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son George G. to depart from a cause he 
considered no less than “the essence of all 
immorality.” For two hours, David pleaded 
with Tom and George G., who both respect- 
fully listened, Tom occasionally asking 
a question. Northerners and Southerners 
could still work together, David urged, slav- 
ery would end peacefully given time, and 
disunion would spawn “wars of a hundred 
generations in America.” 

“As a Christian man,’ David 
recalled Tom responding at 
the end, “my first allegiance 
is to my State ... Virginia; and 
every other State has a pri- 
mal claim to the fealty of her 
citizens, and they may justly 
control their allegiance. If 
Virginia adheres to the United 
States, I adhere. Her determi- 
nation must control mine.” 

George G. told his own fa- 
ther the same thing. 

There was nothing more to 
say. Tom extended his hand to 
David, who shook it. “Fare- 
well,” his uncle said. “May we 
meet under happier circum- 
stances; if not in this troubled 
world, may we meet in — ” 
At this point, as tears streamed 
down the cheeks of both men, 
David’s throat choked and he 
could say no more. 

Jackson raised his gauntlet- 
ed hand, pointed upward, and 
finished his kinsman’s sen- 
tence with, “In heaven!” 

Two months later, Maggie 
and the others who remained 
in Lexington heard the booms 
of cannon echoing across the 
hills from the war’s first great 
battle at Manassas/Bull Run, 


34 


a hundred miles northeast. 
Cheered on from a nearby 
ridge by thousands of pic- 
nicking pro-Federal civil- 
ians, including senators, con- 
gressmen, and governors, the 
Yankees were in the process 
of sweeping the Confeder- 
ates from the bloody field. 
Then an eccentric, newly 
promoted Southern briga- 
dier named Thomas Jackson, 
shot in the hand and his horse 
shot, determined to stand with his Virgin- 
ians where they were against a climactic 
Federal charge. They did, the momentum 
of the entire battle — and war — turned, 
and the Confederates eventually drove 
their panicked foe to the gates of Wash- 
ington more than 20 miles away. 

Thus did Tom Jackson become known 
to history as Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. 


Margaret Junkin Preston, Pennsylvania-reared “Poetess of the 
Confederacy,” often wrote about suffering that had to be endured 
because of the death and deprivations of the Civil War. 


The smashing Confederate triumph 
stunned the United States and set the stage 
for a catastrophic four-year bloodbath that 
hardly anyone expected. Sadly for the ex- 
tended Junkin family and many others, 
much of the holocaust unfolded in Virgin- 
ia. Even before it devastated them, Maggie 
wrote in the spring of 1862, “I loathe the 
word — War. It is destroying and paralyz- 
ing all before it. If we might only be permit- 
ted to withdraw ourselves from this turmoil 
of horrid strife — if it were only to a log 
cabin on some mountain side.” 

She may not even have known that 
David’s son (and Tom’s aide) George G. 
had already been captured at Kernstown 
and thrown into a Yankee prison. A few 
weeks later, her stepson Frank lost an arm 
at Winchester. Two months after that, his 
brother Willy, who had provided valuable 
service to Tom, died at the Second Battle 
of Manassas/Bull Run. That fight was the 
latest in a growing series of 
epic triumphs led by Jackson, 
whose reputation now reached 
throughout the globe. 

It provided no consolation 
to a shattered family. Maggie, 
the war already wearing down 
her tiny frame, poured her 
grief onto the written page. 
She eventually had only rusty 
nails dipped in persimmon 
juice to write with on used 
wrapping paper. Then, the 
war’s stresses and a lack of 
lighting fuel gradually blind- 
ing her, she had to dictate to 
her stepdaughter. “The worst 
has happened,” she wrote. 
“Willy, the gentle, tender- 
hearted, brave boy, lies in a 
soldier’s grave on the Plains 
of Manassas.... I did not know 
how I loved (him). My heart 
is wrung with grief to think 
that his sweet face, his genial 
smile, his sympathetic heart 
are gone.” 

When Preston found his 
son’s body wrapped in a blan- 
ket, Willy’s “despoiled face” 
was unrecognizable. When 
he sought a lock of hair as a 
keepsake, “it crumbled to the 
touch.” The blow broke his 
heart, quieted his already- 
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dignified personality for the remainder 
of his life, and turned his hair white. 

“He was an ardent Union man — a de- 
voted student, pure-minded as the blood 
of sprinkling ever cleanses sinners here 
below,” a sorrowing Junkin wrote of Willy. 
“A nobler boy never took seat before me 
in class, during the thirty-one years of my 
presidency in colleges.” He remembered 
others of his “dearly beloved young friends” 
who had already fallen, and raged, “Oh, ye 
conspirators against our glorious Union and 
the peace of the world, look at the slaughter 
you have brought about, and think of the 
dread tribunal of Eternal Justice!” 

In December 1862, Junkin sent his 
son John, a surgeon in the Federal army, 
through the lines at Fredericksburg to 
Tom, with a copy of Political Heresies, 
which detailed the roster of crimes against 
God the old lion attributed to the South. 
“T expect it is well-named,” Tom told the 
aide who opened the package. ““That’s just 
what the book contains: political heresies.” 

The name Fredericksburg electrified 
the world, another triumph of the awe- 
inspiring combination of Thomas Jack- 
son and his superior, Army of Northern 
Virginia Commander Robert E. Lee. The 
greater the Confederacy’s military accom- 
plishments, however, the dearer the cost 
of them. Another of Maggie’s stepsons, 
17-year-old VMI cadet Randy, died of ty- 
phoid fever. She wrote of waiting in vain 
for a footfall that would never return, and 
yearning for “‘that deaf face ... hidden cold 
under the clay.” She and her family did not 
even observe Christmas in 1862; they kept 
to themselves in separate rooms. 

In aremarkable American paradox, even 
as Jackson exterminated U.S. soldiery at 
Fredericksburg, the Valley Campaign, and 
elsewhere on a scale rarely matched in the 
nation’s history, he spearheaded one of its 
greatest religious revivals, in the Southern 
armies. Now a decorated, battle-hardened 
veteran of two wars, he surrounded him- 
self with theologically astute aides such as 
Robert L. Dabney who could both sharpen 
his own spiritual understanding and carry 
forth his strategy for evangelizing and dis- 
cipling Confederate troops. 

He called for ministers and chaplains 
from every Christian denomination to 
preach to and shepherd his men. He pro- 
moted regular worship services in the 
field, discouraged the imbibing of alcohol, 
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encouraged the construction of regimental 
chapels, eschewed profanity, and person- 
ally distributed gospel tracts to soldiers. 
Thousands of men, amidst the lamentable 
life of wartime military camps, trusted in 
Christ both for their earthly lives and their 
eternal salvation. 


Road to Gettysburg 

Family tragedy multiplied in May 1863. 
Executing a brilliant flanking maneuver, 
Jackson routed the main Federal army at 
Chancellorsville. If not for his inability 
to communicate his next move, he would 
likely have bagged the entire Union host, 
the largest military force ever assembled 
on the North American continent. Chan- 
cellorsville proved the apex of Confeder- 
ate fortunes. The world’s greatest military 
commanders — American, Russian, Ger- 
man — would emulate Jackson’s tactics to 
the present day. 

Winston Churchill described how the 
colossal victory became an even greater 
loss for the Confederacy: “[Jackson] was 
within half a mile of the road leading to 
United States Ford, the sole line of retreat 
for Hooker’s whole army, and between him 
and this deadly thrust no organised force in- 
tervened. He selected the point.... The prize 
was nothing less than the destruction of the 
main Federal Army.... All this he saw.” 

The Confederates had advanced so far so 
quickly, however, that as Tom returned to 
the main lines in the moonlight to issue his 
orders, some of his men thought he and his 


river and rest under the shade of the trees.” 


The death of Stonewall Jackson: His finals words, while semi-comatose: “Let us cross over the 


aides must be Federals, and loosed a vol- 
ley of fire on them. He was hit three times, 
the staff officer who was to implement the 
plan killed. Tom himself would die 10 days 
later from pneumonia. “No one knew Jack- 
son’s plan, and he was now unconscious,” 
Churchill concluded, recounting how the 
Confederates still garnered a huge victory, 
but not the one that might have changed 
history. “Thus on small agate points do the 
balances of the world turn.” 

“There has been the severest struggle in 
my breast between two conflicting emo- 
tions,” David wrote to Junkin upon learning 
the news, “my love of country and my love 
for your noble, dear, godly, but misguided, 
and now dead, son, General Jackson. I 
knew not fully how much I loved him, de- 
spite his zeal in a bad cause.... I have never 
for a day forgotten your emphatic predic- 
tion, uttered in a mournful tone, more than 
two years ago, ‘Jackson will perish in this 
war.’.... I sought my state-room, to weep 
there. Is it wrong, is it treason, to mourn 
for a good and great, though a mistaken, 
man? I cannot feel it to be so. I loved him 
dearly — but now — he is with dear, dear 
Ellie and the rest!... God comfort thee, my 
brother; I know He will.” 

Maggie had gained increasing acclaim 
through the first couple years of war with 
stirring poems like “Acceptation” and “The 
Bivouac in the Snow.” As one beloved after 
another fell, her mourning birthed the be- 
ginnings of her greatest work, Beechen- 
brook. An epic poem of the war, its inspir- 
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After a three-day marathon of slaughter 


that claimed more than 50,000 


casualties, Lee headed for home without 


victory. [he Confederacy's doom, 
stamped with a wild burst of fire at 
Chancellorsville, was now sealed. 


ing and heartbreaking verse would stretch 
more than 75 pages and carry her renown 
throughout the South and North and even 
across the world as “The Poetess of the 
Confederacy.” Decades later, when Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow compiled his mon- 
umental Poems of America, he asked Mag- 
gie’s permission to include three of hers. 

For now, she wrote in her diary of Tom, 
“In his last letter to me he spoke of our 
precious Ellie, and of the blessedness of 
being with her in heaven. And now he has 
rejoined her, and together they unite in as- 
cribing praises to Him who has redeemed 
them by His blood.” 

Junkin’s son, Presbyterian minister, and 
Confederate Captain William gave a eulogy 
and the final prayer at Jackson’s funeral. 

Only weeks later, Lee and his here- 
tofore unstoppable Army of Northern 
Virginia thundered north into Pennsyl- 


vania. But he no longer had 
Thomas Jackson, his indis- 
pensable partner and “right 
arm.” Few of Lee’s other 
key subordinates, several 
of them inheriting greater 
responsibilities in Jackson’s 
absence, performed up to 
their usual standards either, 
without “Stonewall’s” lead- 
ership. The selfless sacrifice 
and valor of which the sons 
of America are capable when defending 
what they believe to be right abounded on 
both sides. After a three-day marathon of 
slaughter that claimed more than 50,000 
casualties, Lee headed for home with- 
out victory. The Confederacy’s doom, 
stamped with a wild burst of fire at Chan- 
cellorsville, was now sealed. 

As the eighth and final decade of 
Junkin’s life passed and he experienced 
separation from so many loved ones, 
and the permanent loss of many of them, 
compassion filled his heart. He parlayed 
his knowledge of and zeal for God, and 
his keen familiarity with scores of South- 
erners, including many to whom the war 
brought fame, into an inspiring, unusu- 
ally Christ-like ministry. 

Not only did he preach hundreds of 
sermons from pulpits around Pennsylva- 
nia and beyond, he visited Federal troop 
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camps, battlefields, and hospitals hous- 
ing wounded soldiers. And he spent days, 
sometimes weeks, amongst Confederate 
prisoners in Northern prisons. Many of his 
younger pastoral colleagues flagged from 
such physically and emotionally exhaust- 
ing service, but Junkin persevered. 

David recalled later how “peculiarly 
happy” his brother was in these labors, 
“especially when he came in contact 
with his erring brethren from the South.” 
Junkin walked with the gold-headed cane 
given him by Tom years before. He used 
it as a conversation starter about Stone- 
wall Jackson, then religion. In a remark- 
able providence of “What men meant for 
evil, God meant for good,” the Southrons’ 
hearts were as drawn to him as his was 
to them. He visited with them, prayed 
with them, and sought to fulfill their 
requests for books and other provisions 
and needs. As word spread of his dogged 
ministrations, letters began to pour in to 
him from Confederates in prisons all over 
the North. 

Nothing could stop him. Whenever it 
all threatened to overcome him, he would 
imagine the face of his Rebel nephew, Da- 
vid’s imprisoned son George G., in place 
of the nearer prisoners. After he preached 
to wounded Confederates in a Federal 
hospital, a throng of his former students at 
Washington College converged upon him 
with gratitude and affection. Seeing one 
who was a Confederate chaplain, he threw 
his arms around the young man’s neck and 
wept, exclaiming with surprised joy at his 
erstwhile student’s Christian conversion 
and service, “I never thought you would 
be engaged in this work!” Then, amidst 
many smiles and many tears, he pulled 
from his coat pocket the old class book 
and called roll, recalling remembrances of 
each fellow. 

Again now, at Gettysburg, gold-headed 
cane in hand, he moved gently among the 
groaning and the sorrowing, the wounded 
and the dying Southern boys littering the 
vast killing fields. He comforted them and 
directed them “‘to Jesus, the all-sufficient 
Friend and Saviour of Men.” 

For he had lived among them in a world 
that now seemed very far away, and he had 
left behind those most precious to him in 
that lovely scarred land. They had in the 
end never turned loose their grip on his 
great heart. They were, after all, family. 
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MOVIE REVIEW 


UN-CIVIL WAR 


What happened when a Northerner vociferously protested against war with the South? 
This movie by the director of Gods and Generals and Gettysburg answers that question. 


by Steve Byas 


rand armies with spectacular battle scenes and heroic 
G acts filled the screen in director Ron Maxwell’s epic 

motion pictures Gettysburg and Gods and Generals, 
but similar scenes of martial valor are missing from his latest 
Civil War movie, Copperhead. 

Instead, Maxwell explores another aspect of the War Between 
the States: the impact of the conflict on civilians far from the 
battlefields. His motion picture centers on a dairy farmer in up- 
state New York. Abner Beech (played by Billy Campbell, known 
best for his role in the ABC drama Once and Again) opposes 
President Lincoln’s invasion of the seceded Southern states, earn- 
ing him the epithet of “Copperhead” from many of his neighbors, 
who support the war. 

Of course, a copperhead is a venomous snake, and ardent 
supporters of Lincoln’s war to “save the Union” applied it as 
an insult on those Northerners, the “peace Democrats,” who 
opposed Lincoln’s war. Some Copperheads actively encouraged 
desertion and resistance to the draft, but most, like the movie’s 
Abner Beech, simply opposed the war through peaceful means, 
such as stating his opposition publicly and voting for Democrat 
candidates who would stop the conflict. Even these limited ac- 
tions were considered unpatriotic, and even treasonous by the 
war’s supporters. 

The movie opens in the spring of 1862, with Beech’s adopted 
son, Jimmy, lamenting that “the war came home and nothing 
was ever the same again.” Beech’s natural son, Thomas Jeffer- 
son (“Jeff”) Beech, has taken a liking to a young schoolteacher, 
Esther Hagadorn (performed by Lucy Boynton, who played the 
young Beatrix Potter in Miss Potter). She reciprocates his af- 
fections, but detests his name, Jeff, a given name he shares 
with the man whom she calls the president of the “Rebellion.” 
In this, she is parroting the views of her pro-war father, Jee 
Hagadorn (played by Angus MacFayden, a Scottish actor who 
performed in Braveheart). At Esther’s urging, young Jeff (or 
Tom, as he now calls himself to please the pretty Esther) enlists 
in the Union army. 

This greatly distresses Jeff’s father, Abner Beech, who believes 
his son will be attacking those who had done him “no harm.” A 
masterful screenplay by writer Bill Kauffman enables Beech to de- 
liver articulate opposition to the war, without subjecting the movie 
audience to didactic speeches. Beech rails against Lincoln’s multi- 
ple violations of the Constitution, including the closing of hundreds 
of anti-war newspapers and the imprisonment of thousands of war 
opponents. While he clearly opposes slavery, Beech contends that 
it is not any of the business of New York State what the South does. 

“We don’t want our Constitution dying, and we don’t want 
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our boys dying with it,’ Beech declares in one scene. In another 
part of the movie, his neighbor Avery, played by Peter Fonda, 
asks Beech, “Doesn’t the Union mean anything to you?” Beech 
said that, yes, the Union “means something. It means more than 
something.” But, the Constitution, New York State, his farm, and 
his own family “mean more.” He adds to Avery, “Even though 
we disagree, Avery, you mean more to me than the Union.” Even 
Beech’s minister uses the pulpit to compare Democrat politicians 
such as former President James Buchanan to the “blasphemous 
names” on the head of the biblical Great Beast of Revelation. On 
his way out of the church, Beech asks the preacher if “Blessed 
are the peace makers” is still in the Bible. 

Beech begins to pay a price beyond challenging questions 
from a neighbor, or unpleasant sermons. Shop owners and oth- 
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ers stop buying his milk and his timber, 
breaking their agreements with him. 
Beech compares this to the national situ- 
ation, lamenting that this is what one can 
expect when you “tear up the Constitu- 
tion.” If the great national contract is not 
honored, breach of a simple business con- 
tract is not surprising. 

Jee Hagadorn takes a contrary view. He 
is a strong supporter of the war, increasing- 
ly so when Lincoln announces the Eman- 
cipation Proclamation, which “freed” the 
slaves in those areas of the country “in 
rebellion” against the federal govern- 
ment. Hagadorn’s intensity in favor of the 
war and abolition is such that he refuses 
to express a shred of concern when his 
grief-stricken daughter tearfully informs 
him that her beloved Tom (Jeff) has gone 
missing in action after the bloody Battle 
of Antietam. “What should I care?” is his 
callous response, adding that he would be 
willing for 10,000 Toms to “perish” if that 
would end the scourge of slavery. 


Director Ron Maxwell (red shirt) 
on the set of Copperhead. 
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Hagadorn tells his own 
son Ni (played by Au- 
gustus Prew) that Ni’s 
refusal to join the Union 
army has shamed him. 
Ni responds that he did 
not know that killing 
was the Lord’s work, and 
challenges his father’s 
comparison of Beech to 
a snake. “Maybe I don’t 

share his notions, maybe he’s wrong, but 
he’s a man, not a snake.” Later, Ni asks 
what happened to the biblical injunction 
to “love thy neighbor.” 

Beech and his hired hand, Irish immi- 
grant Timothy Joseph Hurley, are forced 
into a fight with some belligerent pro-war 
Republicans at a polling place in the 1862 
elections, when Hurley attempts to hand 
in his Democrat ballot. At first Hurley is 
denied the right to vote, even though he 
has proper naturalization papers and has 
been voting since 1852, boasting that he 
helped put Democrat Franklin Pierce into 
the White House. After a brief skirmish, 
both Hurley and Beech vote the Democrat 
ticket. The outcome of the election gives 
Beech and Hurley hope, as the Democrat 
candidate for governor, Horatio Seymour, 
narrowly defeated his Republican oppo- 
nent. They hope that the Democrats will 
win control of Congress and shut the war 
down, bringing a swift end to the “houses 
of mourning” across the country. 
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MOVIE REVIEW 


To celebrate the Democrat victories of 
1862, Beech throws a bonfire celebration, 
which he calls the “Fire of Liberty.” This 
enrages some of his pro-war neighbors, 
and moves the picture to its dramatic and 
surprising conclusion. 

In his first two Civil War movies, 
director Ron Maxwell told THE NEw 
AMERICAN, his desire was to examine 
both the men in blue and in gray “equal- 
ly” by “looking into their hearts” to see 
what motivated them. “I got a lot of flak, 
because some in the mainstream media 
don’t want to look upon any man who 
wore a Confederate uniform as a full 
human being.” 

“The first two movies are a cinematic 
presentation of why good men choose 
to fight,’ while Copperhead is an effort 
“to explore cinematically, why good and 
honorable, ethical, moral men choose 
not to go to war,” Maxwell said. “Not 
everybody who hated slavery or loved 
the U.S. Constitution was willing to send 
their children off to die or be maimed in 
a bloody battle against fellow Americans. 
That fascinating reality is the force driv- 
ing Copperhead.” 

The movie is based upon the late- 1 9th- 
century work of Harold Frederic, who 
used real-life events he witnessed in up- 
state New York during the war in crafting 
his novel, The Copperhead. “I call him 
[Frederic] the Charles Dickens of upstate 
New York,” Maxwell explained. “If you 
want to know about rural America in up- 
state New York in the 19th century, he’s 
the guy.” 

Maxwell selected Bill Kauffman to 
write the screenplay. Kauffman’s book 
Ain’t My America was a history of the an- 
ti-war conservative tradition. Kauffman 
was also the editor of A Story of America 
First, a memoir of the anti-war America 
First Committee’s congressional liaison, 
Ruth Sarles. 

Since the ancient Greek playwrights, 
background music has been a standard 
part of drama. It is no different in Cop- 
perhead, with Laurent Eyquem’s musical 
score properly creating the somber mood 
the material dictates, without descending 
into despair. Eyquem made use of instru- 
ments common to the time period, such 
as the fiddle and the wooden flute, “to 
tie the score to the historic roots of the 
story.” 
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New Online 
Freedom Index 


Available July 4th! Our online version of the Freedom Index will 
be updated and available year-round! Everyone can see how their 
U.S. representatives and senators vote on key issues and how those 
votes line up with the U.S. Constitution. 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Not a Willing Victim 

The CBS affiliate in Colorado Springs, Col- 
orado, reported on June 2 that a local crimi- 
nal took advantage of the warmer weather 
to try to climb through an open window. 

Diana Richter told CBS4 that she had 
opened her window owing to the nice 
weather and had fallen asleep. “It was a 
very beautiful night, my windows were 
open,” Richter said, but her slumber was 
ended when she heard someone remov- 
ing her window screen. She looked up 
and saw someone at her window attempt- 
ing to climb into her room. “I took a deep 
breath and prayed to God to give me the 
strength,” she said. Praying wasn’t all she 
did. Richter quickly retrieved her handgun 
and aimed it at the intruder. “T'll shoot you. 
I don’t know who you are, but I will shoot 
you!” she hollered at the stranger. Appar- 
ently, the thug did not see her weapon or 
believe it was loaded because he continued 
to enter through the window. “And then 
all of a sudden I (saw) his foot move and 
I (saw) his Nike shoe,” Richter recalled 
about that night as the trespasser stepped 
into her room. She knew that she only had 
seconds to react, so she pulled the trigger 
and fired multiple shots at the man, who 
immediately fled the scene. The police are 
still searching for the suspect, but neigh- 
bors were proud of Richter. 

Neighbor Bruce Roderick told CBS4, “I 
think she’s a hero in the neighborhood. If 
someone tries to break into our house, I 
would love to have her next door.” 

Richter had some words of warning for 
the criminal who got away. “Whoever you 
are, you're lucky you got away this time, 
but God has my back,” she said. 


Rifle Confiscated by Cops 


The Washington Times reported about a 
May 25 incident in Medford, Oregon, in 
which the police revictimized a victim. 
Thirty-six-year-old Corey Thompson, 
who is a military veteran, was at home 
alone when a 40-year-old wanted felon at- 
tempted to break into Thompson’s house. 
Thompson grabbed his AR-15 rifle and 
pointed it at the intruder and warned him 
to leave. The intruder did begin to flee 
when Thompson fired a warning shot. The 
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police later apprehended the burglar and 
added more charges to his already expan- 
sive criminal background, which included 
outstanding warrants for burglary and 
assault. Thompson later told the CBS af- 
filiate in Medford, “This is the end result. 
You break into someone’s house, there are 
consequences.... When I’m dealt with a 
stressful situation, being a veteran from 
Iraq and the Afghanistan war, it’s natural. 
I just jump into combat mode. I told him 
I’m going to give you a warning shot,” 
said Thompson. Well, what works in a war 
zone might not necessarily be legal in the 
United States of America. 

The police interviewed Thompson about 
what occurred and ended up confiscating 
his AR-15 rifle and also charging Thomp- 
son “with unlawful use of a weapon, and 
menacing and reckless endangering, and 
seized the weapon on the basis that it was 
used in the commission of a crime.” 

“There was nothing that the suspect was 
doing that was aggressive enough to jus- 
tify the shooting, in fact, the suspect was 
walking away,” Medford Police Lt. Mike 
Budreau said. Budreau also added that bul- 
lets from rifles like an AR-15 can “skip” 
and be more dangerous than bullets from 
handguns. “They just don’t hit something 
and absorb. Especially if it’s something 
with that high velocity. It could skip off 
of objects and wind up going into a house, 
through a wall, through a window,” said Lt. 
Budreau. Authorities have taken Thomp- 
son’s weapon, but he will get his firearm 
back if a judge finds Thompson not guilty. 


Prepared for an Intruder 


KPAX.com out of Missoula, Montana, 
reported on May 23 about a burglary at- 
tempt that proved fatal for the perpetrator. 
The investigation is still ongoing in the 
shooting death of Henry Thomas John- 
son III, who was shot once in the chest by 
homeowner James Stiffler in the Helena 
Valley. Upon arriving at his home, Stiffler 
discovered that someone was in his house. 
Stiffler, who has his pistol permit, quickly 
grabbed his handgun and went to inves- 
tigate. Stiffler encountered Johnson and 
fired, fatally wounding the suspect. Lewis 
& Clark County Sheriff Leo Dutton said 
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“... the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
= [ESS . A EE. 


Stiffler was well within his right to use 
armed self-defense. “The reference that I 
make is the latest of House Bill 228, or the 
‘Castle Doctrine.’ It makes it so you don’t 
have the duty to flee. That you can stay 
and defend your home. It is put to us [the 
authorities] to prove that you were not act- 
ing in self-defense,” Sheriff Dutton said. 
Speaking of Stiffler, Dutton said, “This in- 
dividual was prepared for an intruder, that 
makes a difference, I know him and he is 
proficient with a firearm.” 

Captain Jason Grimmis of the Sheriff’s 
Office also posed the possibility that the 
deceased suspect might have been in- 
volved with other area break-ins. “There 
are similarities between this case as well 
as cases that are probably within a mile or 
so from this location, so we are checking 
into that and confirming some similari- 
ties,” said Captain Grimmis. 


Out for a Jog 


Andrew Lyon routinely jogs around the 
Limestone Township area in Pennsylva- 
nia near where his parents live. One jog, 
however, proved to be eventful. WNEP. 
com reported on May 20 that Lyon dis- 
covered some foul play when he ran past 
his parents’ house. Lyon saw a strange ve- 
hicle in the driveway and the front door 
kicked in on the home. Lyon approached 
the home and saw an intruder searching 
the home for valuables. “I came across, 
peeked in, and saw him going through the 
cabinetry of the house, so I went and re- 
trieved my firearm and confronted him,” 
said Lyon. Lyon held the intruder until 
authorities arrived and took the suspect 
into custody. State police charged the in- 
truder with burglary, trespass, and theft. 
Lyon laughingly recalled how he easily 
apprehended the suspect with his gun. 
“He was very cooperative, I had a Glock 
.45 pointed at his face.... I asked him a 
few questions and learned very quickly 
he didn’t know who lived here and there 
was no reason he should be here.” Troop- 
ers did say there was no prior connection 
between the suspect and the victims, and 
this appeared to be a random burglary of 
a secluded home. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Price Tag for 
Free Federal Food 
Approaches $80 Billion 


ITEM: An article entitled “The Facts 
About Food Stamps That Conservatives 
Don’t Want You to Hear,” in U.S. News & 
World Report for May 16, reported that 
House and Senate committees were about 
to hold hearings “on reauthorizing (the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro- 
gram, formerly known as Food Stamps). 
We’ll hear claims from some quarters 
that ‘waste, fraud, and abuse’ and ‘ex- 
Plosive’ growth in enrollment and benefit 
costs have produced a program bloated 
well beyond what’s needed to serve the 
truly needy.” 

Continued Chad Stone in U.S. News: 
“Don’t believe it; SNAP is doing what 
it’s supposed to do, and the Congres- 
sional Budget Office projects that SNAP 
spending will grow more slowly than the 
economy in coming years.” 

ITEM: Writing in the Los Angeles Times 
for May 24, Christopher Cook maintained: 


In the farm bills moving through 
Congress, the politics of austerity are 
again being used to undermine food 
assistance for the poor. As the House 
and Senate debate how many dollars 
and people to cut from food stamps, 
their members should consider the 
daily realities the poor face. Most are 
living on a few dollars a day for food 
and, at best, work in minimum-wage 
jobs that barely cover rent. Cutting 
off these basic supports for those at 
the bottom of our economy is unwise, 
counterproductive and shameful. 


ITEM: Economist and columnist Paul 
Krugman argues in the New York Times 
for May 30, “Food stamps have played an 
especially useful — indeed, almost heroic 
— role in recent years.” He argues that 
spending a dollar on food stamps raises 
the Gross Domestic Product by around 
$1.70, and says that “much of the money 
laid out to help families in need actually 
comes right back to the government in the 
form of higher revenue.” 
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Making welfare simple: Not only do grocery stores advertise their acceptance of QUEST food 
stamp cards, but the government actually solicits new beneficiaries. 


Politicians, he asserted, are trying to jus- 
tify “policies that more or less literally take 
food from the mouths of hungry children.” 
CORRECTION: The 47.8 million on food 
stamps at last count — one in seven Amer- 
icans — is at an all-time high. The totals 
have doubled since 2008. If that doesn’t 
qualify as “explosive” growth in the minds 
of apologists, it is only because they have 
become all too accustomed to life in the 
land of the government spree. 

Recipients are by no means all “hungry 
children.” Indeed, according to the Con- 
gressional Research Service, the number 
of able-bodied adults on the welfare pro- 
gram doubled between 2008 and 2010. 

Facts and coherence tend to be scarce 
in analyses by Krugman, who needs little 
on which to bias his opinion. To be fair, 
however, his contention that the govern- 
ment can spend itself wealthy is one that 
is shared by — again, no surprise — the 
federal government itself. 

If the food stamp, or SNAP, program is 
such a “paragon” when it costs nearly $80 
billion a year (the current federal total), 
we would no doubt reach Nirvana if we 
could redouble the price tag. Presumably it 
would be even better to triple or quadruple 
the spending! That is the conclusion that 
follows, is it not? Big government advo- 


cates pretend that funding is manna from 
on high rather than being taken from the 
earnings of others. 

What started as a way to provide basic 
nutrition for Americans who couldn’t 
help themselves has grown well beyond 
that. Using the “debit card” for junk food 
is legal; employing it as a virtual second 
currency is against the rules, but hardly 
uncommon. 

As Ashley Shelton noted in the “Found- 
ry,’ a Heritage Foundation blog, some of 
the boom in the program’s enrollment was 
caused by the recession. However, that is 
only part of the explanation for the increase: 


SNAP rolls were already climbing 
prior to [the recession] because of pol- 
icy changes such as “broad-based cate- 
gorical eligibility,” introduced in 2000 
under the Clinton Administration. Es- 
sentially, this provision gave states the 
option to substantially broaden their 
food stamp eligibility standards, weak- 
ening the income limits and waiving 
the asset limits entirely. 

Additionally, in 2009, as part of his 
stimulus package, Obama suspended 
the work requirement for able-bod- 
ied adults. Food stamp participation 
among able-bodied adults doubled 
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from roughly 2 million in 2008 to 
nearly 4 million in 2010. 

Spending on the food stamp pro- 
gram has likewise seen major in- 
creases over the past decade. Today, 
SNAP is the second most expensive 
and fastest growing of the federal 
government’s roughly 80 means- 
tested welfare programs. 


It is one thing to have a soft heart, as pov- 
erty promoters claim for themselves. But 
that attribute shouldn’t go to their heads. 
To find fault with a mushrooming and en- 
ervating federal program does not mean 
that one favors the starving of infants. 
Questions that need to be asked of fed- 
eral welfare programs should start with 
their constitutionality. Beyond that, one 
should consider whether a program fos- 
ters self-reliance. Does it have work re- 
quirements? Does it apply just to the truly 
needy? Is it permanent? If this is a mat- 
ter for government aid, would it be better 
handled at the state or local level? Would it 
be more appropriate for private charities? 
Exacerbating the problem is the fact that 
the government wants more dependent 
Americans, not fewer. The government 
is hiring recruiters to scout out potential 
recipients and twist their arms to get them 
on assistance. The U.S. Department of 


Agriculture has ads touting the message, 
“Food Stamps Make America Stronger,” 
and has even run a series of Spanish lan- 
guage soap-opera-style programs (radio 
“novelas’’) to convince non-citizens to be- 
come recipients. 

The Washington Post not long ago 
gushed over the SNAP outreach program 
and the hundreds of recruiters that the pro- 
gram has hired. Quotas are set to swell the 
ranks (one Florida recruiter was regularly 
surpassing her mark of 150 a month). As 
noted in the paper: “Rhode Island hosts 
SNAP-themed bingo games for the elder- 
ly. Alabama hands out fliers that read: ‘Be 
a patriot. Bring your food stamp money 
home.’ Three states in the Midwest throw 
food-stamp parties where new recipients 
sign up en masse.” 

The objective is to foster dependence 
and to break down any potential resistance 
recipients might have in going on the dole. 
As noted recently by Sen. Jeff Sessions 
(R-Ala.), the ranking GOP member on the 
Budget Committee: 


Amazingly, the federal government 
says that the more people we have on 
food stamps, the more it grows the 
economy. The Department of Agri- 
culture proudly declares: “Each $5 in 
new [food stamp] benefits generates 


by, this club offers a free shot of booze for arriving customers who show their food stamp cards. 
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almost twice that amount in econom- 
ic activity for the community.” 

Our government is running food 
stamp promotions at foreign embas- 
sies. One worker was given an award 
for overcoming “mountain pride” 
and getting more people to sign up. 
Where I grew up in Alabama, all hon- 
est work, even the hardest, was hon- 
ored. And pride, self-respect, and a 
desire to be independent was valued, 
not a thing to be overcome. 


Legislators in Washington, both Democrats 
and Republicans, also are playing a callous 
game to decrease their own accountability 
— combining the widely disparate food 
stamp and farm bill programs. (About 80 
percent of the farm bill is dedicated to food 
stamps and other nutrition programs.) The 
gull-the-constituent ruse means that legisla- 
tors in farm states often vote for the pack- 
age because it has farm subsidies, while 
many urban lawmakers buy into the overall 
bill to get the food assistance. 

Senator Thad Cochran (R-Miss.), the 
ranking Senate Agriculture Committee 
member, says he supports keeping the two 
bundled together “purely from a political 
perspective.” As he has acknowledged, “It 
helps get the farm bill passed.” 

If the measures were split, it would be 
easier to make needed reforms to both. As 
matters now stand, as Doug Bandow has put 
it in The Freeman, the pretense is that the 
state can improve farm production, while 
the real intent is to “deliver ever more tax- 
payer loot to their constituents.” He contin- 
ued: “The mishmash of bizarre programs 
and regulations — non-recourse loans, set- 
asides, deficiency payments, risk coverage, 
marketing orders, direct payments, price 
supports, disaster relief, and more — has 
but one objective: to transfer tens of billions 
of dollars annually to farmers.” 

It’s the worst of both worlds to mix 
these programs. They are ostensibly pack- 
aged because they both involve “food.” In 
actuality, Washington favors the sand- 
wiching because it makes it easier to jam 
the whole deal down the gullet of the fed- 
up taxpayer. Hi 

— WILLIAM P. HoAR 
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BY WILLIAM F. JASPER 


The Obama Scandals du Jour 


he Obama administra- 
tion’s scandal tsunami 
has been coming so 


fast and furious that many 
Americans have probably 
forgotten “Fast and Furious.” 
That is, if they ever heard of 
it in the first place, since the 
Obama cheerleading squad 
— otherwise known as the 
mainstream media (MSM) — 
did not see fit to report on it 
until revelations from the al- 
ternative media finally forced 
the MSM boys and girls to 
acknowledge the skunk under 
the dinner table. 

Operation Fast and Furious 
(OFF) was a “gunwalking” 
project of the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF) and Department of Justice (DOJ), in which the ATF/DOJ 
purposely encouraged licensed firearms dealers to sell weap- 
ons to illegal “straw buyers,” ostensibly with the intention of 
tracking the guns to enable the arrest of big fish in the Mexi- 
can drug cartels. At least 2,000 guns were delivered to the drug 
cartels through OFF, which was one of a number of ATF/DOJ 
operations that let illegally purchased guns “walk” into Mexico. 
On December 14, 2010, U.S. Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry 
was murdered near the U.S.-Mexico border by a gun from ATF/ 
DOJ’s OFF. A Congressional investigation reported in 2011 that 
more than 200 Mexicans had been killed with OFF guns. The 
escalating violence in Mexico, which the ATF/DOJ’s OFF ma- 
terially aided, was then cited by the Obama administration as 
further argument for more restrictions on the Second Amend- 
ment rights of U.S. citizens. 

Operation Fast and Furious, which started as ATF gate, turned 
into DOJgate, as information developed that it was the DOJ that 
actually stopped ATF agents from arresting the straw buyers and 
interdicting the guns before they “walked” into Mexico. And 
DOJgate became Holdergate, as it was learned that Obama’s At- 
torney General, Eric Holder, not only knew about the operation 
and had been briefed about it regularly, but had lied to Congress 
when he had claimed his ignorance of OFF. Holder would turn 
up again and again as the Obama administration’s top enabler, 
fixer, and denier in one scandal after another. 

IRSgate has been one of the latest spin-cycle headaches for the 
administration and its allies. The Left still condemns President 
Nixon’s “Enemies list” and his failed 1970s attempt to use the 
IRS to harass his opponents, but then-IRS Commissioner Donald 
Alexander refused to do Nixon’s dirty work. The Obama regime 
has faced no such internal resistance from tax officials and has il- 
legally used the IRS as a weapon to punish Tea Party groups, pro- 
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life organizations, opponents 
of homosexual “marriage,” 
critics of ObamaCare, and 
other conservatives. More- 
over, it has illegally leaked the 
confidential tax information of 
Obama opponents to Obama 
supporters. These acts rise 
beyond being merely crimi- 
nal to representing a serious 
constitutional crisis, since the 
administration is obviously 
using one of the most feared 
instruments of the federal gov- 
ernment to chill First Amend- 
ment freedoms of expression, 
assembly, and petition. 

Benghazigate refuses to 
go away. Ambassador Chris- 
topher Stevens and three other Americans were killed during a 
terrorist attack on a U.S. facility in Benghazi, Libya. Unfortu- 
nately, the focus of the Republican inquiries has been misdirect- 
ed toward the failure of the administration to provide security 
before the attack and after the attack began, changes to talking 
points and the bogus cover story of the anti-Muslim video, and 
the stonewalling by President Obama concerning where he was 
the night of the attack. But the more important questions con- 
cern what, precisely, Ambassador Stevens was doing for Presi- 
dent Obama and Secretary Clinton in Benghazi. The evidence 
seems to point to an answer that he was arming various jihadist 
groups associated with the Muslim Brotherhood and, possibly, 
al-Qaeda affiliates. This makes Benghazigate a subset of a larger 
set of scandals that could be called... 

Jihadistgate, which includes the financing, arming, and train- 
ing of violent, Islamo-Leninist groups to overthrow regimes in 
Egypt, Libya, Syria, and elsewhere in the Middle East, as part of 
the Obama/Clinton State Department’s “Arab Spring.” Yes, most 
of the regimes being toppled are bad, but the forces replacing 
them are even worse. 

NSA/Big Brothergate is the Obama administration’s vast 
expansion of his predecessor’s unconstitutional invasion of pri- 
vacy and trampling of the Fourth Amendment with warrantless 
searches and surveillance. APgate and Rosengate — audacious 
attacks on journalists — are only a small part of the new Gestapo 
state that the NSA’s total surveillance programs, such as PRISM, 
Boundless Informant, and Perfect Citizen, are constructing. 

There is not space here to go into Dronegate, EPAgate, Sebe- 
lius Payoffgate, and a multitude of additional crimes and scan- 
dals. If members of Congress were not AWOL on their sworn 
duty to support and defend the Constitution, impeachment pro- 
ceedings already would have removed President Obama from 
the Oval Office. 
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